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It was a big risk, but the Liberty Boys were used to taking chances, and one after another they 
- . leaped from the roof of the burning building to the roof of the building across the way.\ 
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CHAPTER I. 


TRAPPED. 


Just before lamp-lighting time one beautiful evening in 


the third week in September of the year 1776 a seeming 





great city of New York. 

This youth was perhaps eighteen years old, and was 

rough)y ‘dressed, after the fashion of farmers’ boys of. that 
leriod. A keen observer, however, to have looked under the 
irim of the old slouch hat into the keen eyes that twinkled 
here, and upon the firm, handsonie face would have been 
impressed with the fact that this youth was something more 
than a mere farmer8°°"'"8 -~-- 

, And he would have been sgii, 1.4» youth was no 
other than the famous scout, spy, and captain of “The Lib- 
tty Boys of *%6,” Dick Slater. 

At this time the patriot army occupied Harlem Heights, 
having evacuated the city a short time before, and the Brit- 
ish army had-come over from Brooklyn Heights and taken 
possession of the vacated city. 

General Washington had sent Dick down into the itp on 

a spying expedition, and the youth was now waiting to be 
accosted by a friend of the great cause of Liberty, who lived 
in the city, and who was supposed to have knowledge of the 
intentions of the British. 

Suddenly a man passed Dick, walking quite rapidly, and 
as he passed he uttered the words: 

“Liberty or death.” 

Without a word Dick quickened his pace and followed the 
man. 


The words, “Liberty or death,” was a signal that had 


been agreed upon by the commander-in-chief and the pa- ! 


triot citizen in question; and the way. the citizen knew 
Dick was a messenger from General Washington was by a 
bit of blue ribbon which he wore in a button-hole. 

The man never looked behind him, but continued onward 
at a good pace. He kept on down Broadway a couple of 
blocks, and then turned aside into a cross street, 

Here it was not so crowded, and Dick was soon alongside 
the man. 

“You are from the Heights?” the man asked. 

“T am,” replied Dick. 

“ Good. ” 
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He said no more, and neither did Dick. He looked his 
companion over carefully, however, ind saw a man of per- 
haps forty-five years, well-dressed. and fairly good-looking. 
In the encompassing dusk, however, it was hard to see the 
man’s face with any distinctness. a 


They turned a number of corners and wound around 
among the crooked streets, and it almost seemed to Dick, 
who was a very observant youth, as if the man was trying to 
confuse him, and make it impossible for him to remember 
the route they had come. 


“T don’t see why he should wish to do that, though,” the 
youth said to himself, “unless, indeed, he thinks it pos- 
sible I may not be a patriot, and am an enemy, trying to 
find out where he lives.” 


The youth was not inclined to find fault with the patriot 
for being careful. 


“Tn these troublous times it is quite neséssary to be care- 
ful,” he said to himself, 


Presently the man turned up an alley, ae after travers- 
ing half its length, paused, and opener gate ict led 
into the back yard of a tall buildmg. ~~~ © 


He passed through the gateway ; Dick Poliowed, and Dens 
closing the gate, the man led the way to the back door, oer 
producing a key, unlocked and opened the door. 

“Come,” he said, and he entered the house. 

The youth followed, and the man i and locked the. 
door. 


They were in complete darkness, but the man took hold 
of Dick’s arm and guided him along the hallway. 

Presently the man stopped, and threw open a door, 

It opened into a library, and on the table in the center of 
the room were a couple of lighted candles. 

“Enter,” said Dick’s companion. 

The youth obeyed, and then the man Par closing the 
door behind him. 

He motioned toward the table, beside which were half a 
dozen chairs. 7 

“Be seated,” he invited. 

The youth took a seat, and removing his haty. thokea 
around him with one sweeping, comprehensive glance, after 
which he turned his eyes on the face of his host. 1 

The man had seated himself on the opposite side of the: 
table, and had removed his hat. : 

Now that Dick was enabled to get 1 ood look at ‘the 
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men,” be * was ae very favorably canteen. There was | small lever which was under the top of the 


sometiing about the man’s looks that he did not like. 
To the “ Liberty Boyes notion the patriot had a sinister 
look in general. 


“He may be all right, dR i the aie “He 
“gave the signal, and he must be Gerald Carlton, the patriot 
friend.of General Washington.” | 
The youth made up his- mind that he would be very 
careful, however. ~ 
“T am not going to give lf m™many SEA mation: if I cap 
help it,” he told ne 
formation.” 


“Well,” said the math after a few moments of hesitation, 


“it seems like the commander-in-chief has tiers rather | 


a young chap for a mes nger.” 
“Yes, but youth is no crime, sir,” was the calm reply. - 

The man frowned slightly. 

“Oh, of course not, but I would-have etait that the 
commander-in-chief would have selected an older person. 
He certainly has plenty of men in his army.” 

“Oh, yes; -he has plenty of men. But what information 
have you for me, sir? The fact that the commander-in- 
chief has sent me should be oe that he considers me 
trustworthy.” 


The man hesitated, and Dick, who was watching the fel- 
low closely, more than half believed he was trying to play a 
part. 

“T don’t like to impart important information to a mere 
boy, as it were,” he said, finally.. “But if you can make me 
satisfied that it is all right and safe, I will do so, of 
course.” “Vine, - | 


“T shallipe please vo do my best to satisfy you, Sir, if 
dung wonsite: if Mee sary.” 
y: _“T do. First, thea, what is your name?” 
“Dick Slater.” , 
The man started, and looked at the youth with interest. 
“So you are Dick Slater, the noted scout and spy?” he 
remarked slowly. 


“TY am Dick Slater, drcni 4 

“Well, well.- I am glad to hear it.” 
_ The man seemed to be sincere, but there was a peculiar 
intonation to his voice which Dick noticed, and could not 
understand. | 


“Now will you kindly tell me the news, sir?’ said Dick. 

“Certainly,” was the prompt reply. 
to do so. The very rlateat news, Dick Slater, is that—you 
are a prisoner.” 


_ As he spoke the last four words there was a clieking 
-s6und, and the “Liberty Boy” suddenly felt himself seized 
seemingly by several pair of strong hands. 
And such was indeed the case, but the hands were made 
of steel, and had shot from the back and sides of the large 
»arm chair in which the youth was sitting. 
) There were three pair of the hands, and they held the 
“youth firmly, in spite of his struggles. The chair was a 
trap, and. the mechanism was set in motion by moving a 
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“T have come here to secure in- 


“T shall be pleased | 
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where the man-sat. , 

“There is no use of struggling, my dear Mr. Slater,"s 
the man, with a smile of sardonic triumph. “You ¢ 
not free yourself in a year.” 

“What does this mean?” asked Dick, his eyes flashin 

“Tt means that you are a prisoner, my brave yo 
friend. I should think you could see that much.” 

“But why am I a prisoner? Why have you done t 
What does it mean?” 

“What does it mean?” 'The man spoke deliberately, 
smiled coldly. 

(Y ag. 9 

“Why, it means that you have been trapped.’ % 

“Trapped ?” 

oy. es. ) 

“Then you are not a patriot?” 

The man shook his head)» 

“Oh, no; I am far from being a patriot.” 

“You are a Tory, perhaps?” 

eT am.” 

“How did you know what to say to me on the stree 
asked Dick. This was indeed a mystery to him. If 
man was a Tory how had he known the words to be spol 
and how had he known who to speak them to? 

The man laughed. 

“You would like to kng~ 
in a tantaliziix, illustrated. 

“Vas, ) . 

“Well, I am sorry to ea that I cannot gratify y 
curiosity. 2 
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“You mean that you will not, of course.” 
“Yes, if you like it in that way.” : 
“Very well. Of course I cannot make you tell.” _ 
“T rather think not. You see, that is a secret, an¢ 
would not give it away for anything.” The truth was 
a British spy had penetrated into the patriot canny 
had succeeded in learning the signal-words — ’ 
“What are you going to do with me?” asked Dick. 
The man did not reply at once. He calmly drew a¢ 
from his pocket, took out a cigar, lighted it, and then g 
at Dick through the smokeclouds of his own creating. 
“You ask what I am going to do with you?’\he ren 
ed, after a little. | 
‘“ Yes. ” | 
- Again the man was silent for a few moments, and 
he said: | 
“T believe there is a reward offered for you, is 
not?” 
“T’m sure I do not know,” was the reply. 
“Well, I am certain there is. I believe that Ge 
Howe has offered the munificent sum of five hut 
pounds for your capture.” 
“Well; if that is the case, I judge that you are fp 
sure of being made five hundred pounds richer a an 
date,” said Dick calmly. 
“T am not so sure of that,” the nan replied, 
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am went on: 
+I may not deliver you up to General Howe.” 


far | meant. 


aM ~ 
| hollow.” 
“Tndecd : 


x “Yes; I suppose you have no desire to die?” 
a +“You are right about that.” 


s 


no life.” 

“That is so.” | | 

E pe fhe man was silent for a few moments, and then said: 
“This war has practically but just begun, my boy.” 
“Tt would seem so.” 

pt isso. J am sure of it. And in war times there are 
reat opportunities for shrewd men to grow rich, Dick 
ee Mater. " 

_“T suppose that i is true, too—especially if the shrewd men 
jre unscrupulous and do not care what means they make 
if of in accumulating their wealth.” 


{ _“That is it, exactly. Well, my boy, you see before you 
phe leader of a number of men who have banded together 


bi s war.” 


th “Indeed?” Dick eyed the man with interest. He was be- 
inning to know what sort of a fellow this Tory was. 

', “Yes. I have a band of men, and we are going to get 
Sch. The members of this band are all brave and danger- 
: jus men, men who will fight to the death, if need be,"and as 
BY , have seen some .of your work, and have heard a great 
pal more about you, I have made up my mind to make you 
a offer.” 


fc, The “Liberty Boy” started. He believed he understood 

nT nthat the man meant now. 

n ni) “You have decided to make me an offer?” he asked. 

: O&Yes, B) 

4 “What kind of an offer r2? 

cl “An offer to join my band.” 

| “An offer to join your band?” 

| * I have ten men; I want just,one more. Then 

here will be a dozen of us, and you are just the kind of 

aman I need, I make this offer: that if you will join my 

ba hand you shall be received as one of us at once, and will 

share equally with each of the ten men. What do you 

- man was eyeing Digk eagerly now. It was plain that 
‘was anxious to have the youth join his band. 

| He was destined to be disappointed, however, for Dick 

shook his head, and said, in a most decided voice: 

_ *T decline your offer.” 

, “You do?” in surprise, not unmixed with disappoint, 

ment. | 

“#7 do!” 

: “But think, Dick Slater, what a means fox refuse. If 


a 
aa)” 
yh 


eg hats 
See 


* aa 


pee ees. |S “UIBERTY BOYS’ BIG RISK. 


The yoni said nothing, but looked an inquiry, ane the you do not join us I shall hand you over to General Howe, 


“No. I think that I know silat that will beat that 


. “So I supposed; few persons wish to give up their hold 


pr the purpose of getting rich during the continuance of 
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and that means that you will be shot or hanged.” 
“T can’t help it,” was the firm reply. “I would rather 


) ‘No?” remarked Dick. He could not think what the | die than become a member of a band of cowardly robbers.” 


/’ CHAPTER IL. 


"A FRIEND. Eat é 

An exclamation of anger escaped the lips of the man. 

“You are a fool,” he said sneeringly. 

“No, I am simply an honest man.” 

“Tt’s the same thing.” 

“T don’t think so.” 

“You do not?” 

“No; to my way of thinking the truth of the matter is 
just the opposite of that. I‘think a man is a fool who is 
not honest.” 

“Bah! You're a regular Sundayschool boy !” 

“T believe in doing right toward my fellowmen, and 1 
think that a thief is a most contemptible piece of hu- | 
manity.” | 

“Then you won’t join us! 2” 

<9 No. 3) 

“Think well, young man !” 

“Tt requires no thought at all, si pur 

“Your decision is. final ?” 

“ Absolutely.” | = 

“Very well, then; good-night.” eee Sontag 

With the words s-aaan pulled another leve once 
under the top of the table, and the chair on which Dick 
was sitting began sinking slowly through the floor. The™ | 
part of the floor on which the chair sat was a platform 
about three feet square. . 

. As this platform and the chair disappeared from sight, a 

trapdoer, which hinged in place, came up and closed the + 
hole, so that all looked natural and as it should. | 

The “Liberty Boy,” helpless so far as being able to move 
or use his hands, could yet use his eyes, and he saw all. 

“This is ahead of anything I have ever seen, so far,” he 
thought. “I wonder where it will end?” ‘¥ 

As the trapdoor closed the place where Dick was was © 
left in darkness. And then the chair came to a stop sud- 4 
denly, but without a very great jar, as it had moved slowly. } 

“Now, I wonder what kind of a place I am in?” the $ 

youth asked himself. | a 


He judged that he must be in the cellar. __ 
And then the thought came to him: why had he been } 
lowered into the cellar, fastened in the chair? What did { j 
the man intend. doing? | 
“He said he was going to hand me over to General: q 
Howe,” the youth soliloquized, “and I suppose that is what 4 
he will do. He probably intends supine hare till the ¢ 
redcoats come and get me.” : 1 
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Just then the trapdoor was opened, and the face of the | British this time,” the youth thought. “Well, it can’t t 








man appeared. helped. Perhaps I may be enabled to make my escape frog 
He looked down upon Dick “a a fiendish grin on his | their hands.” _ 
face. He was sitting there, ieatin, when of a sudden he fal 

“Well, how do you like it down there?” he asked mali-|cied he heard a peculiar, scraping sound. 
ciously. | He listened intently. 

“T can’t say that I like it very well,” was the calm reply.| “I wonder what that can have been?” he asked himse} 
“T suppose not.” | Then the thought struck him that it might have ber 
_ “What are you going to do with me?” -|rats gnawing at a board, or something. 
| “Leave you there till I can send word to General Howe “T guess that’s what it is—rats,” he decided. 
that I have captured the great rebel spy, Dick Slater.” Then a cry of amazement escaped his lips. 

“So that is what you are going to do?” Good reason, too, that he should be amazed, for a secti¢ 
“Yes. Have you any objections to offer?” of the wall of the cellar swung open, almost opposite whe: 
_ “Tt would do no good if I had, I judge.” he sat, revealing a beautiful girl of perhaps seventeen year 
“Ha, la, ha! You are right about that.” ' «| who, standing in the opening, and in the light made by) 
“So I supposed.” candle sitting on a table a little ways back of her, Py 

“Yes; but now I am going to give you one more chante. | sented a beautiful sight. 

Will you join my band?” To Dick’s eager and astonished gaze she omen like ¢ 

“No! I have already told you that several times, and I | angel, indeed. 
am not one who changes his mind so quickly.” “Sh!” said the girl in-a low voice. “Make no noif 


| “Very well. I am not so very particular. I will make a| You might be heard.” 
pore bit out of handing you over to General Howe, so 1| “Who are you?” asked Dick, cautiously. 
am very well satisfied.” “T am your friend.” 

“J will settle with you one of these days, my friend,’} “I am glad to know that; I certainly need a friend j ij 
‘said Dick, grimly. “I owe you something, and I make it a | about now.” ; 
iain to pay my debts.” “You do, indeed.” 

“Qh, that is all right, Mr. Slater,” with a maiden The girl was advancing as she said this, and the neaj 
Yaugh, “You are 7 welcome to pay me off if you get the | she got, the more Dick was impressed with the beauty ; 





a chance. y sweetness of the girl. 
“You mayGie ‘ure I will do it, too.” “Do you know how to free me from this terrible ck p 
, eS you get’the chance,” laughing again. ~ | miss?’ asked Dick. 


Lomax itt the efiance sooner than you think.” | “JT don’t know, of a certainty, sir. But I think tha i 
Py Bosh! on shall hand you over to the redcoats, and they | can find out how it is operated.” | | 
‘will put an end to you very quickly. They make short work} “I hope you may be able to do so.” 
of rebel spies.” The girl began trying to find the lever, or whatevet, 

“They have tried to make short work of me once or| might be that controlled the action of the steel arms, ) 
rtwice, already, and have failed. They may do so again.” she was uasuccessful; and presently*she hastened throw 
“T don’t think there is any danger.” the opening into the other cellar, and brought the ca 
Then the man slammed the trapdoor shut, leaving Dick | Then she began making a very careful examination. 
in darkness. “Can’t you find it?” asked Dick presently. =i 
The youth had improved the opportunity to look about} “No, sir; it seems to be so securely hidden as to de 
him, and had seen that he was in a.cellar of goodly dimen- | efforts.” a 
R sions. It was perhaps fifty feet wide, and one hundred| “Jove, that is Bad. Can it be that I am to bea 
long. ¢ making my escape, only to be foiled, after all?” 7 
There were a couple of windows at the rear, but there| “I will find it sooner or later,” said the girl dete ™ 
, were strong bars across them; so that, had Dick been free, | ly. | ? 





> he would have had hard oer getting out. “Yes, if you are given time enough,” said Dick. 

As it was he was of course a helpless prisoner, the steel man is likely to be back here before very long.” 
arms of the chair holding him tightly. “Where did he go?” ° : 
“T wish I could find the lever or whatever it is that oper-| “To inform the Poe that he had a prisoner for tl thih; 


“ates the mechanism of this chair,” thought Dick. “T see.” { 
i He moved his hands as much as he could, but that was| The girl worked ‘anak and eagerly. She pushed 
-not a great deal, and he felt all around, but could find noth- | different parts of the chair; then she pulled at them, 
ing that seemed to be what he was looking for. At any pressed against almost every square inch of surface,’ 
rate, he was unabje-+to touch anything that had any effect on hope of finding a button that would operate the me¢h 
the mechanism 6f the chair, and moye thegteel arms;but to no avail. 

“T guess’ that I am doomed to ee the hands of the| ~ “I guess I’m doomed to stay here till the owner 
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ile to liberate me,” ead the youth in a disap- 
sd voice. | 
. he rope not, sir,” said the girl. “T’ll keep on trying, at 
c and perhaps I may find what I am looking for 
en ly.” 

ut Dick was afraid she would not, 

B begin to think the mechanism is operated from the 
n 1 above,” he said; “and in that case of course you will 
i nothing about the chair itself that will enable you to 
-mo 7 


wy You are right,” replied the girl, “but I hope that there 
me way of freeing you from those terrible steel arms.” 
AT hope you will find something that will make them 
», but I fear you will not.” 
St snddenly the two heard a door open and shut. The 
pise as from the front of the house, and was followed 
imediately by the trampling of feet above the heads of the 
ye“The redcoats are coming,” said Dick in a low, excited 
“ice. “You cannot free me, miss. You had better go 
yay and leave me at once, or you will get yourself into 
" puble. e 
: : AT will ndt desert you adil forced to do so,” the girl said 
dhe avely. “Perhaps I may yet find the secret lever or what- 
fr it is that controls the mechanism. I'll keep on try- 
ie .” and she felt eagerly and swiftly around again. 
% Suddenly a door was heard open, and a streak of light 
“| down into the cellar, over at the farther side, revealing 
"«eght of steps. 
2 The noted rebel spy, Dick Slater, is a prisoner down in 
hy cellar, gentlemen,” said a voice which Dick recognized 


Follow me, and you will guickly have him in your hands,” 
| “Go!” whispered Dick in the girl’s ear. “Go at once, 
Wad save yourself.” 


CHAPTER III. 
A DISAPPOINTED MAN. 


At this instant there was a gasping, smothered cry of 
aa from the girl’s lips, a clicking sound, and the 
‘steel arms which had held Dick a prisoner for so long shot 
back. 

- The girl had found the secret spring that controlled 
them, and the youth was free. 

“Quick! follow me!” the girl whispered, and te darted 
through the opening, into the adjoining cellar, followed by 
Dick. 

~ But had it been closed in time to ered the suites 
om discovering the manner in which Dick had escaped? 

This was a question which the two were eager to have 
answered, and they placed their ears against the wall and 
listened intently. 

They could hear the voices of the redcoats, but could 
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9. ‘s being that of the man who had tricked and captured him.: 
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not distinguish what was said. There was a murmuring 
sound, and that was all. 

We will see what was being done and said on the other 
side of the wall. 

The man who had captured Dick had done as he had 
threatened ; he had gone to British headquarters, ‘and had 


reported that he had captured the great rebel spy, Dick 


Slater. He had claimed the reward, and General Howe 
had told him that he would send a party of soldiers to get 
the prisoner; and if he turned out to be #he real Dick Slater 
the reward would be paid. 


In company with half a dozen redcoats the man vobitinio’ 
to the house, had entered, and led the way down into the 
cellar, where he confidently expected to find the rebel spy, a 
prisoner in the chair. 

When he saw the chair empty a cry of anger and dismay 
escaped his lips. 


“Gone!” he ¢ried hollowly. “Gone! But how? I can- 
not understand it! -I would have wagered ee life that he: 
could not escape.” 

The redeoats stared first at the chair and then at their 
guide. 


“He is gone, you say?” asked one. 
“Yes, gone!” Despair was in the man’s tone. 


“What do you mean?” SZ 7 7 
“Sit down in the chair, and I will show you~ ee 
The redcoat did so. | 
Then the man touched the secret spring, end the steel, 
arms shot out and grasped the redcoat, holding him tight 
and fast, and causing him to utter an exclamation of 
amazement, and almost terror. a 
“Qreat Guns! what is this?” he cried, struggling to free’ 
himself, but failing. 





“Where was he? Down here in the cellar?” : ‘ 
“Yes, in that chair.” : 
“In the chair?” . | 
“Yes.’% . es et 
“Was he tied ?” | | - 
“Better than that.” ee 4 













“That is just the manner in which I had the rebel spy, 
when I left the house to go to your headquarters half ar’ 
hour ago.” 2 : 


“Then how did he manage to escape?” 

“That is a mystery:” = ; 

“Perhaps he found the spring that operates the mechan 
ism, and freed him’ elf.” 

“‘Tmpossible.” 

“Why SO! 999 

“The spring cannot be reached*by one sitting in the 
chair.” 


“Ts that so?” °) | 
“It is. He has been set free by some one; a could no 
have escaped unaided.” | ; 
“Well, free me; I don’t like the feel of hehe iron claws.” 
The man ‘cached the spring, and the arms shot back ou, 
of sight within the frame of the chair. ij 
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The redtoats examined the chai with considerable curi-|as chief. “I thought I had the money, wat I was mi 


osity. 

“That rather beats anything I have ever run across,” 
said one. 

“You are right tui another. 
triek.” 


“But it failed to hold the» victim this time,” said an- 
other. 


_ “Tt was not the fault of the chair, though,” its owner 


said. 
“yet.” | 
_ “T wonder where they have gone?” remarked one, look- 
‘ing around him searchingly. 

“We will search the cellar,” said the man. 
possible that they are concealed somewhere.” 
» A thorough search was made, but of course, without re- 
sult. 


“Some one freed the prisoner, else he would be here 
“Tt is barely 


| The prisoner had eséaped from the cellar as well as from 
the chair. 

The man who had brought the redcoats to the spot, and 
‘who had confidently counted on pocketing five hundred 
‘pounds of British money, was greatly disappointed, and 
vented it in oaths, not loud, but deep. et 

“That is just my luck,” he growled. “T should have tied 
he’ scoundrel’s arms, and taken him to your headquarters 
‘myself. . Then I would have been sure of it.” 

“Yes, that would have been the best thing to do,” agreed 
tthe leader of the redcoats. 


As there was nothing further to detain them in the cel- 
‘lar, the party went back up to the first floor, and after the 
jredoonts had te@ken a few drinks of wine, tendered by the 
“RGst, They took their departure, feeling in better spirits 
Cn they otherwise would have felt. 
if Scarcely had the redcoats taken their departure before 
‘A man put in an appearance, coming from the rear of the 
sponse. 


_ Soon another came, and another, and this was continued 
till ten men had appeared, and sat around the table in the 
room where Dick had had his interview with the man. 

“Well, chief, what’s the matter?” asked one of the new- 
_pomers. “You look blue.” 

“T feel blue,” was the growling reply. 
, What has happened?” 

, The man wld his companions—who were the members of 

qhe band he had mentioned to -Dick—and they gave utter- 

‘ance: to exclamations of astonishment and sympathy when 

he had finished his story. 

. “You say you had Dick Slater, the rebel spy, a prisoner, 

“ind he escaped ?” 


“He slipped through your fingers?” 
1 “That was too bad.” 
oi “It was rather hard on you to almost have your fingers 
npn five hundred poe = good British money, and then 
grailto get it. 
hy Such were a tosh of the remarks made by the men. 
“You are ri ight,” said the man ax boas been addressed 
| 
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“Tt is a pretty good | 


‘copious draughts of the wine. 


taken.” 
“But how did the fellow manage to escape?” pied one 
“He must have had help,” said another. 
“So he must,” Ee the chief. “But who help 
him ?” 


The men shook their heads. 
could not answer: 

“T don’t like the affair, at all,” the chief went on. ae 
free the spy, the person, whoever it was, must have ente! | 
our cellar, and that is something I thought an impossibili ‘ 
Now, if the person has entered once he can enter again, a 
may have entered before, and who knows but wasts some 0! 
has been spying on us.” a 

The men looked at one another with a ery look: : 
their faces. 

“Well, this fellow, Dick Slater, knows about our ek 
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said one, presently, “so we will do well to hunt new av 


ters, don’t you. think ?” 

“We will at least hunt out new quarters, to retire to” 
case he does try " bother us here,” replied the chief. “< 
may not do so.’ 7 : he ; 

“What makes you think that?” .. ve 

“He has work to do for the commander-in-chief of 1¢ 
rebel army, and will in all likelihood not have timer 
bother with us. At least, that is what I think.” i 

“Perhaps so. I hope so,” said one. | f 

The leader of the gang fose and went to a closet at 
side of the room, and brought forth bottles and glasses\ ‘ 

“We will have some consolation for the loss of the va 
able prisoner,” the man said, and soon they were drink » 














They were soon feeling much better, and ‘cacy beg 
talking and laughing at a great rate. F 
Suddenly there came a loud rapping at the outer de 
and the men stopped laughing and talking and looked é 
one another in rather a frightened manner. °* | 


“Who can it be?” asked one. 
“T don’t know,” from another. | 
“Can it be that our plans are known, and that we a 
be seized and made prisoners?” asked one. ‘| cl 
“JT don’t think so,” said the leader. “We haven't d@ 
anything yet, and there is nothing that eee could ar 
us for.” | | 
“That’s so,” from another. fo 
“T’ll go and see who it is,” said the chief, and he § 
and left the room. , | | 
Advancing to the front door, he called out: 
“Who is there?” 5 
“Open the door,’ was the reply, in an imperious voié 
The man hesitated, and then, mustering up courage, 
locked and opened the ‘door. a 
Half a dozen redcoats stood on the stoop. 
“Ts your name Gerald Carlton?” asked the leader oi 
party. a 
A relieved look appeared on the chief’s face. 
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Te erie’. “You have made a mistake. 
1 

es not live here.” 

3 not . 


Gerald 


1 kbow where he does live?” 

: e lives next door,” making a gesture to indicate 
id e the house in question was on. 

I th hat’s it, eh? Much obliged. me we disturbed 


ats al right.” - 

‘Soldiers went down the steps, walked to the adjoin- 
: a ascended to the stoop, and rang the bell, while 
: 0 1 in the other house returned to the room where his 
ions were awaiting him, a smile of satisfaction on 


+> he 


W pit is it, chief?” asked one. 
The redcoats are after, Gerald Carltoh, the rebel next 
or ” was the reply. 


= 
CHAPTER IV. 
\IN HIDING, 


s soon as it was found that they could not understand 
int was being said by the redcoats and their leader, on 
@ other side of the wall, the girl turned to Dick, and 
hi Sipored 
at Come, there is no use of staying here longer.” 
et She led the way up out of the cellar, and passing through 

at was evidently a kitchen, they made their way along a 
. About midway of the hall, the girl paused, and eer 
iga door, motioned for Dick to enter the room. 
He did so, and she followed, and placed the candle on a 
| (ble near the center of the room. 
/ }The youth saw he was in a library, 
_¥Be seated,” invited the girl, and Dick took a seat. 
| “Will you not please tell me your name, miss?” Dick 
sked. “I wish to know to whom I am indebted for saving 
‘he from the redcoats, who would Feb have shot or 
a me.” 
“My name is Minnie Carlton, Mr Slater, ”” was ibe reply. 
[ “Minnie Carlton?” exclaimed Dick. 
r “Vos, ” 
_ “T came to New York to see a man namieg Gerald Carl- 
in. Is he—can he be fe 
_ “We is my father, Mr. Slater.” 

“Well, well. I am indeed glad to hear that! 
did you learn my name?” 

“I overheard part of your sinreeian with Henry 
Lewis, and heard you tell him your name.” 

“How came you to open the secret door in = wall, Miss 
Minnie ?” | 

“T was in our cellar, Mr, Slater, and as I discovered the 
secret door months ago, and have often entered the other 
cellar, 1 decided to do so again. I started to open it—in 
— 
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But how 


’ | save you, if possible to do so.” 


| more than get across the hall before the door again opened 


age. 


trying to pay court to my daughter, and the~fact that f j 
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deed, got it open a little ways, and hearing you and Bea 
Lewis talking, I listened, and, as I have said, heard hiry 
call you Dick Slater. Knowing you to be a patriot, I mad 
up my mind to save you, and put in an appearance as s00! 
as Lewis went away.” 
“Henry Lewis is the name of the man who made. a pris 
oner of me”? 
“ Yes. ”? 
“Well, I consider that I owe you my life, Miss Minnie,’ 
said Dick, earnestly. “TI thank you earnestly and sincere 
a and you may rest assured that if ever I get the chance 
I shall try to pay you back for what you have done for me.” 
“You owe me nothing, sir; I.am a patriot girl, ang 
knowing } you were a patriot, I felt that it was my duty 4 


“T thank you just the same; and now, miss, your fgthe! 
—is he at home?” 

“He is; I will send him here at once.” 

= Thank you.” 

The youth had not long. to wait; the girl hastened from ny 
the room, and it seemed as if she baa scarcely had time t¢ 


; 
and into the room ae a tall, handsomte man of middl. 

The “Liberty Boy” rose and looked inquiringly at th 
newcomer. 

“Mr. Carlton?” he asked. 

“At your service, sir. And you are Dick Slater? ?” : 

6'Y egy, sir.”? -- 

“T am pleased to know you, my boy! and with t , 
words, the man grasped the youth hand and shook _ 4 
heartily. 

“And I am me than glad to know ee ,” said Dic 
“T suppose your daughter has told you of the fact thal 
was imposed upon by your. scoundrelly neighbor ne. 
door ?” 

“No, she told me nothing, save that Dick Slater was | 
the library. You say you were imposed eg sia 7 
door neighbor, Henry Lewis?” | 

«s Yes. ) 

“Tn what way?” | 

“He met me up on Broadway, spoke the ee rn 
and I followed him to his home.” . 

“TIndeed?. How. in the world aia he know the sign 
words, and who to speak them to?” 

“That is more than I san say, sir. ” a 

Mr. Carlton knitted his brows, and there was a frow | 
on his face. ey 

“T don’t fancy this at all,” he said presently. “They! 
is,no knowing how much the fellow may know. There 1 
more than a probability that he knows I am a patriot, _ 


if that is so, he may try to hand me over to the British. 
would like to get me out of the way, I know, for he has vl 





will have nothing to do with him has angered him.” >. =t 
“Ah! If that is the case you will gine to be on thi 
alert,” said Dick. | 
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_“So I think. But go on with your story. What did 
e do, when you entered his house with him?” 

“‘Hle made a prisoner of me.” | 

“Made a prisoner of you!” 

“Yes,” and then Dick told the whole story, being inter- 
upted occasionally by exclamations from his auditor. 


_“The infamous scoundrel,” Mr. Carlton exclaimed, when 
ick had finished. “So he is the chief of a band that has 
2en gotten together for the purpose of robbing and pil- 
)ging during the continuance of the war, is he? Well, that 
; just about what I should expect from him.” 

“Well, thanks to your daughter he failed in his plan to 
and me over to the British,” said Dick. 

“So he did; Minnie is a brave girl.” 

“So she is, sir; brave arid noble-hearted.”’ 

“She discovered the secret way of reaching the cellar of 
he neighboring house months ago, but I never supposed it 
ould be of any particular use.” 


= 


“Well, the knowledge was of great benefit to me, sir.” 
“Yes, indeed ; and now to business. You came here from 
he commander-in-chief Fs 


a Straight as I could come, sir.” 

“Good! I have secured some information which may 
e of value to him. I have written it down on paper, and 
ou may take it to him.” 

The patriot handed Dick a letter, which the youth placed 
1 his pocket. — 

“J suppose you will try to return to Harlem Heights at 
nce, my boy?” the man asked. 
£ Yes, as quichty-as-_possible.” 
~“Good! ‘Phe snicker the commander-in-chief has the 
iformation contained in the letter you bare, the better it 


5 “poe, Lani sure.” 

,“ Very good. I will start at once.” 

At this moment there came a ring at the doorbell. 

“ey wonder who that can. be?” exclaimed Mr. Carlton. 

, The next moment Minnie entered, an excited look on her 
nce. ; - 


“There is a party of redcoats at the door, father!” she 


xclaimed. 
“A party of redcoats?” 

“Yes; I was watching out of the front window, and saw 
rem go to the house next door. They had a talk with some 
ne there, and then came here.” 


‘I wonder what they want here?” Mr. Carlton exclaim- 
» an anxious look on his face. 

“1 fear they have come to make a prisoner of you, fath- 
*,” said the girl. e 

"ST j is more than likely,” said Dick. 
) «J ove, what shall I do?” ° | 
“Why can we not all three slip out by the rear entrance, 
‘ae get away?” said Dick. 

+ seta that is guarded also,” said Mr. Carlton. 

~Then what shall we do?” 

“Yl tell you what we can do,” said Minnie. 
. « What ?” asked her father. ) 
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“T will send our servant girl to the door, and tell her to 
say to the redcoats that there is no one at home.” 
“But they will enter and search for me, likely, Minnie,” 
said her father. 
“Let them. They won’t find us.” _ 
“They can hardly dail to do so; there is no place we 
ean hide.” | 
“Yes; there is“6ne absolutely secure place.” 
“Where?” 4 “3 
“‘In our neighbor’s cellar.” rs 
Dick and the girl’s father stared at Minnie in amaze: 
ment, and then Mr. Carlton exclaimed 
“T believe you are right, Minnie. They could never fina; 


us there.” 7 ) 
“Never, father.” Bic 
“But Henry Lewis may discover our presence in hig 

cellar.” ’ } 
“T don’t think there is much danger of that.” : 
“Well, we will risk it, eh, Mr. Slater?” 2 5 
“TY think it a splendid scheme, sir.” « 


“Then hasten, Minnie; those fellows are growing im 


patient ; hear them: pounding on the door?” 


“T’ll hurry, father.” | St 
The girl hastened away, but was back again in a minui 
or two, and motioned for the two to follow her. ‘ 


“Sarah will go to the door right away,” she explained, 
“and we must be out of the way before the redcoats enter.” , 

The girl led the way along the hall, into the kitchen, ane 
down into the cellar. She carried a candle, so that" thes 
could see to make their way along. 

- She approached the place where the secret movable sex. 
tion was, and Sim a certain point of the wall, Bane § 5 
push. 
The section swung baek, and the girl peered through int 
the adjoining cellar. ‘ 

All was quiet there. The redcoats had long since gone. 

The three passed through, but did not at once close the 
door, 

“Just leave it open till they get ready to come dowel 
in your father’s cellar to look for him, Miss Minnie,” said 
Dick. “Perhaps they may not do so at all; and if it is open 
and we should hear anyéne coming down into the cella* 
where we now are we would be able to eet out before =“ 
seen.” 

This was considered to be good advice, and so the section 
was not closed. 

Presently the trampling of feet was heard on the floor of 
Mr. Carlton’s house, and the three looked at one another: 
significantly. | 

“They have-entered,” whispered Minnie. 

“Yes; they are going to search the house, likely,” ie 
Dick. 

The trampling of feet was heard for a long while, and it 
was evident that the redcoats were looking in all the rooms, 
on the ground floor. Then the footsteps grew fainter, and 
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it was surmised that the searchers had gone upstairs. 
‘ Nearly half an-hour passed, and then the trampling, 
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x new. louder and plainer. The redeoats had come fick 


+4 ownstairs. 
i “Now, we nitst be ready to close this door in a hurry,” 
‘nid Minnie. “I think they will come down in the cellar, 


i xt. 3) 
f Quite likely,” agreed Dick. 

This proved to be correct. The trampling of feet was 
ard in the kitchen, and then the cellar-door was heard 
come open. 

“They are coming,” whispered Minnie. “Step back into 
other cellar and I will close this door.” 

Mr. Carlton and Dick obeyed, and the girl closed the 

a tion, making the wall look as if smooth and solid. 

y ; They could hear the redcoats moving around in the ad- 

ty ‘ining cellar, but could not distinguish what was being 

id. 

.» “I wish they would hurry and go back upstairs,” the girl 

\hispered nervously. “Lewis might take it into his head to 


bi ome down in his cellar for something, and would discover 
7 

















/ As she finished speaking they heard footsteps approach- 
ng the door leading to the cellar they were in, and then 
“Mick blew the light out, leaving them in darkness. 
') As he did so the cellar-door opened, and a streak of light 
one down the steps, and a human voice called out, speak- 
1g to someone on the same floor, evidently: 

“V’ll be back in a few moments; with some fresh bottles of 
t rine.” 
of} “We will be discdvered !” whispered Minnie, in a trem- 
. \ing voice. 


CHAPTER V. 
LEWIS IS SURPRISED. 


| | “Come,” whispered Dick, and he pulled his two compan- 
‘fons gently across the floor, untiFthey were underneath the 
. Here it would be impossible for the newcomer to see 


| The Wi therty Boy” quickly doffed his coat, and holding 
at in readiness, waited for the coming of Lewis, for he was 
‘sure he had recognized the voice as belonging to the man 
gvho had trapped him earlier in the evening. 
“YT would like to get even with him,” thought Dick. 
y And I think that here is my chance.” 
The newcomer took his time in coming down the steps. 
Evidently he was in no hurry. 
f At last he stepped on to the floor of the cellar, however, 
sand then, with a tiger-like spring, Dick was upon him. 
The youth threw the coat over the man’s head, and did 
fit so quickly that the fellow did not get s so much as a 
iglimpse of his assailant. ”° 

Lewis struggled, and tried to cry out, but the enfolding 
r smothered his cries to such an extent as to make it 
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impossible for his comrades to hear him, and his struggle: 
were ineffective. | 

The “Liberty Boy” was too strong for him, and had ni 
difficulty in holding him. 

The candle was dropped at the peneding of the struggle 
but it did not go out, and Minnie leaped forward and 
caught it up; so ts were not left in darkness. j 

Presently the man’s struggles grew fainter; he was being 
smothered. 

The youth turned his face toward Mr, Carli: 

“Go and listen, and see if the redcoats have left ta 
other cellar,” he said in a cautious voice. : 

Mr. Carlton obeyed. 

Presently Lewis ceased struggling altogether, and Dick 
felt confident he had lapsed into unconsciousness. 

At this instant they heard footsteps above their heads | 
and a voiee called out: | 

“Lewis, where are you? What’s the matter ? Why don’ 
you come ahead with-that wine?” 

A little-gasp of terror escaped the lips of ian) 
thought they were to be discoveréd after all. 


“Have they gone?” Dick asked of Mr..Carlton. 
The man nodded his head in assent. / 
“Then open the door, Miss Minnie, and we will get back 
into. the other cellar,” said Dick in a cautious undertone’ 
As he spoke he took the candle out of the girl’s hand, and 
placed it on the floor beside the unconscious form of Lewis 
Minnie hastened to open the swinging section, and th 
three passed through the opening, and swung the sectioz 
gently shut, just as the man was starting to come down inte 
the cellar. i 
Of course the three were in darkness} Shot Doings abl 
to see, they were forced to depend on’their hi avenge. 
They stood still and listened. i 
- They could hear nothing, and so made their way towar 
the stairs leading up into the kitchen. 
Reaching the stairs, they made their way up, entered ti 
kitchen, and there paused and listened again. 
All was quiet, and feeling sure that the redcoats ha: 
gone, they ventured out into the hall, and made their wa: 
back to the library. e | 
Here Minnie left the two men, ad went in search of t 
servant girl, : 
Minnie returned to the library ina few minutes, with th 
information that the redcoats had gone. 
“And I will go in a few minutes,” said Dick. 
long enough for the coast to become clear.” 
Meantime quite a surprised lot of men were in the ad 
joining house. | 
The man who had come down into the cellar just a 
Dick, Mr. Carlton, and Minnie were leaving it discovere; 
the unconscious form of his leader, Lewis, the instant 
reached the foot of the stairs, and a cry of amazement a? 
consternation escaped his lips. 3 
‘Good heavens! Is he dead?” he exclaimed, and leapi,. 
forward he knelt beside the man’s form, and placed hy 
hand over the heart. 
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‘ At first he could not distinguish any movement, but res: “That is the question,” replied one. . - | ) 
sntly he noted a faint beating, and an exclamation of relief ‘And it was a question which they could.not answer. I 
‘'sscaped his lips: ; was one, too, that troubled them not a little. They did nc 

" “Thank heaven, he is not dead |” like to think that some person -unknown could enter an 

Then he leaped up, ran to the top of the steps, and | leave the building at will. 

alled to his comrades. Finally they stopped talking of that, and tured the 
’ They came in a hurry, for they knew from the tone of | attention to something else. 

Cheir comrade’s voice that something unusual had occurred. 
= “Bring some Water,” he called, as they appeared in the 
kitchen. “There’s something the matter with the chief.” 
J* One brought some water, and soon all were in the cellar. 
4 They chafed the unconscious man’s wrists and bathed 
ris temples with cold water, and presently Lewis recovered 

‘his senses. 

“ He did not seem to know where he‘was at first, and stared 
“it the faces of his companions in amazement. _ 
€ “Where am 1?” he asked. “What is the matter?” 

Y “You are in the cellar,” was the reply. “Don’t you 

‘emember? You went down into the cellar to get some 

‘nore wine. What in the name of all that is wonderful hap-| ten minutes. Then he returned, looking angry and dt 
ened to you, anyway?” custed, 
« Lewis rose to a sitting posture, a look of understanding | 
on his face. 

,, “I remember now,” he said. “I came down into the cel- 
ar, and just as I got here someone threw a blanket or a coat 

‘nr something of that kind over my head, and in spite of all 

Ef could do he held me, and smothered me till I became. 

t inébniseious.” 

1 “Great Guns!” 

« “You don’t say so, chief!” 

« “Someone sejze you?” 

A “Who could1 Tiave been?” 
“AN re is he now?” 

fe ‘The men looked around them wonderingly and suspi- 

» gously, but nowhere could they see any sign of anyone. 

’ «Lewis rose to his feet. He was a bit unsteady, but said 
ne would be all right shortly. 

~. “Search the cellar thoroughly, men,” he said. “Maybe 

ge scoundrel who seized me is here somewhere.” 
The men did as told, but of course found no one. 

xe Lewis was disappointed. 

_ “I would give something to lay hands on the fellow who 

_ layed me that trick,” he growled. 

*€ “Well, as he isn’t in the cellar he must be somewhere in 
“he house, don’t you think?” remarked one. “He could 
ht‘ot have got out of the cellar in any other way,*could he?” 
mM, “No; and if we hurry we may be able to nab him yet,” 
le ‘ried Lewis eagerly. “Come, everybody.” 

St They hastened back upstairs, but although they searched 
T {ll the rooms on every floor, they did not find anyone. 

_* They returned to the library, and talked the matter over 

“onderingly. 

- ‘dThey could not think who it was that had handled their 

on {lef so roughly. 

‘a’ ““How did he get in the house?” aa one. 

41 “And@where did he go so ee and silently?” from| After some further talk the chief of the band sé 
). Wiatr? aske : had forgotten all about the wine, and that if one 
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“J wonder if the redcoats captured Carlton and to. 
him to prison ?” remarked one. , 
“Quite likely,” said another, pa | 
“T believe I’ll find out,” said Lewis. “I ‘hope that su’ 
is the case, for then I shall be enabled to push my suit. wit 
the girl. But for the old man, who always stood betwe* 
me and the girl, I think I should have been able to make* 
good impression. on her.” ! 
The leader of the band rose as he spoke. 
“Wait here for me, men,” he said. “I won't be gow 
long.” | 
He left the room and the house, and was gone perhay 





















“What’s the matter?” was asked, fas the men saw tha 
leader was not pleased. f 
“Matter enough,” was the growling reply. “Carlton isa 
home, big as life, and more impudent than ever.” 
“You don’t say!” 
“How. does that happen?” Bi 
“And the redcoats didn’t take hime” - _ o- 
“Why didn’t they?” \ 
“T don’t know,” replied Lawis, in a disgusted voi 
“He thanked me for sending the redcoats over theres 
said that he was glad, as it gave him the opportunity® 
prove that he was a loyal king’s man, as he had done to 
complete satisfaction of the British soldiers.” 3° 
“Well, that beats me,” said one, “for we all know I P 
a rebel.” = 
“Yes, but he fooled the British soldiers in some way. 
“T don’t see how he did it.” 3 
“Nor I. But he is a smooth-tongued fellow, ond tL 
the wool over their eyes. He told me, further, | 
didn’t want me ~ come to his house any more—that fi 
no use for me.’ ra 
“He is plainspoken, isn’t he?” 
“Yeu.” 
“And I suppose you will obey him?” | 8 
“Oh, yes,” with a sarcastic intonation. “Ill ob 
order. I won’t go when he is at home, but one of thes 
evenings I will call when he is out, and when he con me 
his pretty daughter will be missing.” 
“Hla, you mean to kidnap her?” 
ees." a 
“Well, we will be ready to give you all the Assi 
needed when the time comes, ¢ chief.” = 
“ Good! {9 


bhe men road. accompany. ae to the cellar, they would get | 


some more wine. 
“T don’t care about going aor there alone, again,” he 
La frankly. “My late assailant might be there, and next 
‘ime he might do more than smother me a bit.” 
Three of the men went with the leader, and they found 
‘o sign of anyone in the cellar. 
At Loading themselves down with bottles ofwwine, they made 
, eir way back upstairs, and to the library, where they 
“hed the bottles on the table. 
“You didn’t see anything of your assailant, Lewis ?” 
ed offe. 
f “No; nothing at all,’ was the reply. “I guess he is 
isfied with what he has already done, and it is well for 
that such is the case.” 










CHAPTER VI. 


' BOB DOWNS A SENTINEL. 





«Dick Slater did not wait long before taking his departure 
fom the home of Mr.- Carlton. 
| He was eager to be away, and so, bidding Mr. Carlton 
jad Minnie good-by, he slipped out by the rear entrance, 
d stole away. 
‘He made his way to a livery-stable where he had left a 
irse on coming to the city, and when the horse had been 
idled and saddled he paid his score, mounted and rode 
Ley: | 
f rode slowly and carelessly along till he was out of the 
SbYs 


\me clever work, urged his horse forward at a gallop. 
}' An hour and a half later‘he was in the patriot encamp- 
Gent on Harlem Heights. 

‘He went at once to the headquarters occupied by the 
mmandet-in-chief. — 





















“Have you learned anything of importance, Dick?” ask-’ 
| the great man, after he had greeted the youth. 
“T saw Mr. Carlton, the patriot, your excellency,” re- 
ied Dick, “and he gave me this letter to give to you. He 
id it contains seme important information.” . 
The youth extended the letter as he spoke, and General 
ashington took it, opened it, and read the contents, 
When he had finished he nodded his head. 
“Good; very good,” he said. “Yes, Dick, this is im- 
rtant information.” * 

“T am glad of that, sir.” 
|The great man was silent for a few minutes, and then 
id : 
“Tt will be necessary for me to keep myself informed re- 
rding the movements of the British, and to that end I 
fink I shall send you back to New York.” | 
“Very well, sir.” 
“You had better take two or three comrades with you, 


and across the common, and passing the sentinel after | 





so that you may be enabled to send me messages as soften a 
is necessary.” 
“T will. do so.” 


“Very good; there is no need of your returning coniekl 


| Dick; but to-morrow night will do, and then you cax 


stay as long as is necessary or advisable.” 
_ “T will do as you say, your exceéllency.” 

“Very well. Come to me for final instructions to-mor 
row evening before taking your departure.” | 

“T will do so.” 

Then Dick saluted, bade the commander-in-chief ens 
night, and went to the quarters occupied by the “Libert) 
Boys.” 

Next morning he was up bright ‘and early. 

It was the 19th day of September. | 

Three days before, on the 16th, the~battle of Harler 
Heights had been fought, ant the British had been repulse: 
with considerable loss of life. 

In that battle the “Liberty Boys” had fought bravely, as 


| was already told in a former “Liberty Boys” story. 


The youths were always eager to fight, and when they 
saw Dick among them that morning, they asked him many 
eager questions. | 

They knew he had been to New York on a spying teat 
tion the night before, and they wanted to know what 
chances there were that there would. be another battle. | 

The youth could not tell them, and they were oe 
pointed. 

“Oh, I wish the redcoats would come up and have an 
other try at us, here!” said Bob Estabrook, one of Dick’ 
chums. “I didn’t begin to get eaoygh Aighting © the ae 
day. ” 

“Neither did any of us,” said Mark! } orton, 

“T don’t think they will attack us age! mt while: ae are hex. | 
on the Heights,” said Dick. 

“You don’t?” remarked Bob, in a perppeinicd tbne. 

“No. 3) ’ 

“Why: 97) } 

“Because they tried it once, and found they could not 
make any headway. They won’t care to make another avs 
tempt. At least that,is my idea of it.” 2 

“Jove, that is bad. I was in hopes you had earned down, 
in the city that the British were coming to make another 
attack on us.” 

“No, nothing of the kind.” % 

“And we shall just have to sit here and do ee 2 
groaned Bob. | 

“T’ll give you something to do, Bob.” ( 

“What, Dick?” brightening up. war 

“Why, I am going back down to the city to-night, and) 
you may go with me.” | ) 

“Good! That will beat sitting here.’ ie ( 

“T shall take Maxk and Sam along, also, as I will wish: 
to send messages back up here to the commander-in-chief?”. 

Mark Morrison and Sam Sanderson were delighted whale 
they heard Dick say this, but the rest oL the youths did now, 
look so happy. i 
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= “We'll just have to sit here and suck our thumbs, I sup- 
ose, Dick?” said one, a sour look on his face, 
. “T guess that is about it, Dave,” smiled Dick. 3 
. The day passed quietly. There was no signs of the Brit- 
sh to be seen anywhere, and the soldiers lolled lazily 
pound, taking things easy. 

; As soon as it was dark, however, the four “Liberty Boys” 
vho were to go to New York mounted their horses and set 
mut. 


- They did not take their muskets, but each youth had four 
sistols and a knife in his belt. 

, They did not wish or expect to get into a fight down in 
ie eity, but would be ready for it if they were forced: to 
Lo so. 

. They rode at a gallop, and an hour and a half later were 
lose to the common. 





for me to go home, that no boy like me could have busines 
of importance, and he wouldn’t listen to reason at all.” 

“What did you do?” —~ | 
“TJ argued with him for quite a while, and knowing # 
was having no effect, I was quietly getting a pistol out, av 
when I had succeeded, and had got hold of the barrel © 
the weapon, I suddenly cracked the redcoat over the hast 
with the butt of the pistol.” ] 

“That was rather a risky bit of business, Bob,” sal 
Dick. 

“Did you drop sive? 2” asked Mark. 

“I rather guess I did,” with a grin. 
like a stone.” 

“And were there no people close around who tried to.ce cae 
ture you?” asked Dick. u 

‘Oh, yes. There were a lot of people close at hand, b: 


t 


“He went = 


: They paused then, and Dick advised that they enter the | 1 dashed down the street at full speed, and they didn’t haf 


eS separately. , 
“We might attract unwelcome attention if we were to 
vo in together,” he said. , 
“That’s so,” agreed Bob. “But where will we get together 
gain ?” 
“In front of Trinity church.” 
_ “That’s a good place, Dick, We all know where that is.” 
“On second thought, I think we had better meet on the 
treet back of Trinity,” said Dick. “We might attract: at- 
-ntion if we were to come together on Broadway, on horse- 
hack.” 
> SAN right. 
shurch, then.” 
This having been decide -d, the youths separated, and rode 
lowly away, gechh heading toward a different. street. 
i ara Hie, ba later Dick, Mark, and Sam had met on] 
Ofarch street, but Bob had not yet put in an appear- 
‘nce, 
«7 watiee what is Pisiag him?” remarked Dick, in an 
inxious voice. 
“Hard telling,” replied Mark. 
_ “He'll be along in a few moments, doubtless,” said Sam. 
As be spoke Bob eame riding around { the ¢ corner, and was 
oon beside them: 


“What made you so long getting here, Bob?” asked Dick. 
_“T ran across a stubborn sentinel, Dick.” 
“Kh, that was it?” 

“Yes. He didn’t want to let me pass.” - 
“No?” Were 
“No; he said boys ought to be at home and in bed at this 
ime of the night, instead of riding around, but I differed 
rith him, of course.” 


“What did you do?” 

“T told him I was coming intd the city on business oF 
mportance, and that he must not stop me.” 

«Then he let you pass, eh?” 

ik No. 3) ; 

“He didn’t ?” 


We will meet on the street back of the 
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' : to one, but that made no difference. 
“Not a bit of it. ‘He was stubborn, I tell you. He said | to think of a little thing like that. 


time to try to head me off.” x 

“Do you think you were followed, Bob?” inquired me 
glancing up and down the street, 

_“T don’t think so.” 

“Well, we had better get away from here at once, anywal 
and not take any more chances than we have to. Come, 
know where there is a livery stable not far away.” : 

The youth rode away, followed by his three comradé 
and soon they reached a livery stable on a side street. 0 

They dismounted and turned their horses over to +1 
stable boy. u 

“We may leave the horses here several days,” said Diir 
“Tf you like we will pay for a day in advance, and Te 
us will come each succeeding day and pay you.” 

“Very well,” said the stableman, and then Dick paid i ‘ 
the keep of the horses for a day in advance. 

‘Then they took their departure, and made their way 
onto Broadway. | { 

They had not gone far before they met two redcoats fa 
ing a third whose head was bandaged.. Behind the # 
were perhaps a dozen more redcoats, following along. © 














were almost upon them, and then they stepped aside, #2 

‘“That’s the fellow I cracked over the head with the ¥ 
of my pistol,” Bob whispered to Dick, and as he did sc 
man with the bandaged head happened to catch sige 
youth’s face. 

“Theré’s the young scbeaaal who hit me over the né 
with the pistol-butt !” the redcoat cried, eagerly andi 
grily. “Seize him, fellows. Don’t let him get away, We 
ever you do.” 

The redcoats leaped aya: intent om, seizing Bob 
the next moment a lively combat was in: progress. ) 





CHAPTER VII. 
| THE “LIBERTY BOYS’ ” BIG RISK. 
The “Liberty Boys” were outnumbered more than & 
They never sto 



















y had such confidence in their abilities that they 
pa kire fought if the odds had been four or five to one. 
: he combat was a lively one indeed, and the redcoats 
n cad that, in spite of the fact that they outnumbered 
" oir opponents greatly, they were not more than able to 
| Id their own, even if they could do that. 

‘<The “Liberty Boys” fought fiercely, desperately, and as 
‘1 four were expert with their fists, and were, moreover, 
a ng, strong, and athletic fellows, they were enabled to 
_f & great deal of damage, and at the same time avoid re- 
jiiving much themselves. 

JOne after another the redcoats were knocked down, and 
y {h each foe’s downfall cries of amazement went up fooin 
e _spectators, who could not understand how four youths 
uld handle more than a dozen British soldiers so rough- 


i uddenly Dick nea sight of another party of redcoats 
jpning on the run, and he told his comrades that they 
{puld have to run for it. 
“They will be too many for us,” he said, “and we must 
away at once. Follow me.” 
&With the words Dick whirled and darted away across 
e street, and his three comrades followed suit. | 
“After them,” roared the redcoat with the bandaged 
lad. “Don’t let them escape.” 
hose of the redcoats who were on their feet followed the 
ping youths, and those who had been knocked down 
mbled to their feet as quickly as possible and followed 
ipir comrades. 


eThe other party of redcoats appeared on the scene at this 
ment, and the redcoat with the sore head told them what 

.§ going on, and advised them to follow and help capture 
‘four youths, who, he assured them, must be rebels. 

he: redcoats waited to hear no more, but dgrted away 
dursuit. 

A The “Liberty Boys” were good runners, but of course 

ny could not run at their best speed on the street, for 
re were people in the way almost at every turn, and 

ie was lost in avoiding them. The redcoats had to put 

aAwith the same inconvenience, however, so it was about 

wen thing so far as that was concerned. 

‘1 down the street dashed the “Liberty Boys,” and after 

f dashed the redcoats. 

was an exciting chase. 

ertainly those who witnessed it thought so, and many 

fe the yells of encouragement given utteranee to by the 

ple along the route, some yelling for the boys, and some 

heir pursuers. 

pt last the youths found themselves in what looked to 

fa trap. 

‘hey were in a marrow street, with a solid row of build- 

s on either side. Behind them were a score or more of 

suers, and now they saw a party of redcoats coming 

che street toward them. 







































This was the question which the youths asked themselves 
and even as the question flashed through their minds, Dic} 
answered it by darting up the steps leading to a stoop nea: 
at hand, and dashed through an open doorway, a servan: 
having just opened the door, evidently impelled to the ac 
by curiosity to see what the excitement was about. 

The other three youths followed Dick’s lead, and the foui 
bounded along the hall, and up the stairs to the second 
floor. 

Knowing they would be pursued, the youths did not seid 
here, but went on up to the third floor. 

They heard the sound of excited voices below, and mad 
their way up into the attic; and climbed out onto the roof 
which proved to be flat. 

They paused here, and drew their pistols. 

“We will make a stand here,” said Dick, “and I thin! 
we will be able to drive the redcoats back.” 

They waited, and kept watch down through the scuttle 
hole, but to their surprise no redcoats put in an aPPas 
ance. 

Up from below came a murmur ag voices, however, ané 
the youths were sure their pursuers would put an an ap: 
pearance at any moment. | 

A minute passed, and still the redeoats did not appear. 

The youths wondered at this, | 

They could not understand it, 

What was keeping their pursuers back? 

“They are getting Foeey to play some kind of a ri 
on us,” said Bob. 


“Quite likely,” agreed Dick. 

“Yes,” said Sam, “or ee W ould have been up here bes 
fore this.” 

Mark had his head over the opening a cies 2 (roof, and was 
looking down and listening intently. shaking—~—— ~ 

Suddenly he sniffed. 

“Seems to me I smell smoke,” he said. ) 

The otherthree stuck their heads over the opening ant 
were soon satisfied that Mark was right. j 

They all smelled smoke, and plainly at that. 

It smelled like burning wood. 

“YT wonder what causes the smoke?” remarked Dick 
thoughtfully. | 

“Say, do you suppose the house is on fire?” exclaime¢ 
Mark, suddenly. 

“Jove, it is possible,” exclaimed Bob. 

“T should not be surprised,” said Dick. “The smell oi 
the smoke seems to be growing stronger all the time.” } 

The others nodded their heads in assent. 

“You are right about that,” said Bob. 

Sam Bisderak made his way across to the edge of the 
roof, and looked down in the street. { 
* “Great Guns, boys!” he sliouted, “the house is on fire 
sure enough, and the street is full of people.” | 

The others hastened over and joined him. 
They looked down and saw hundreds of people in i 
street below. 2% 
The poopie were yelling, and rushing about” excitedly 
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Many were carrying buckets filled with water, while tite 
vere handing furniture out through open windows. 
> “It looks as if the house is doomed,” said Dick soberly. 
. “And if so, what will become of us?” asked Mark. 
| “We will be doomed, also, unless we can get down from 
fhe top of the building.” | 
. “Perhaps we may be able to get down through the house 
the way we came up,” suggested Bob. 
_ “We would be sure to be captured if we could do so,” said 
Vick. : 
. “Perhaps ‘not. Perhaps we may be able to get out the 
rear way and escape.” 

“Fscape is cut off that way also. The alley is filled with 
zedcoats. ” | 
[ “Then what are we to do?” 
3 They made their way back to the scuttle-hole, only to 
pind a thick volume of smoke coming up through it. 
. “A fellow would speedily be overcome by the smoke if he 
avere to go down through there now,” said Dick. 
; The others nodded assent. 
« “What are we to do, then?” asked Bob. 
, Dick walked to the righthand side of the roof, and looked 
down. It wasthirty feet at least to the roof of the adjoin- 
,ng building, and of course such a jump would likely resuit 
;~n death or severe injuries; and even after reaching the 
goot they would be in almost as bad a fix as ever. 


+. He walked across to the lefthand side of the roof of the 
spouse they were on. It was the same on this side, being 
«bout thirty feet down to the adjoining roof. 
Then Dick walked to the edge of the roof at the rear, and 
poked across the alley at the building on the opposite side. 
This buildin=s,, ead quite tall, and the roof was not more 
jhan ten feet, jator the one they were on. It was perhaps 
~ ae fect dak out Pever, and to reach it it would be neces- 
ary to leap across the alley. 
‘; It would be a big risk, but one will risk a great deal if 
nere is any chance to save one’s life.. Anything would 
ae better than remaining where they were, and being burn- 
<i to death. 
, After Dick had measured the distance with his eyes he 
jared to his comrades. 
« “What do you think about it, boys?” he asked, “are you 
«ood for a jump across the chasm?” 
“T am,” said Bob. 
“And I,” from Mark, 
“Pa rather risk it than to remain care ” said Sam. 
“Tt’s a big risk,” said Dick, “but we are used to taking 


“hance.” 


+ “Yes, indeed,” said Bob. 
ghenever you say so, Dick.” 
« “Well, I guess there isn’t any use of waiting, boys. We 
pight as well make the attempt, and have done with it. 
«ll go first.” 

bey All right, Dick.” 

«it was a big risk, but the “Liberty Boys” were used to 
aking chances, and one after another they leaped from the 
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“T’m ready to attémpt it 
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roof of the burning building to the roof of the build 
across the alley. ) 


Sam Sanderson was the last to make the leap, and 
staggered when he alighted, and would have fallen b# 
ward to the ground had the others not seized him, a 
drawn him safely away from the edge of the roof. 


But they were safe across the alley. They were safe, 
the roof of a building that probably would not burn do» 
but the next thing to do was to get to the ground and me 
their escape from the vicinity. 


There was a scuttle in the roof, but when oS tried 
open it they: found it was fastened. 


They pulled and tugged with all their might, but co 
not budge the scuttle cover, and finally were forced 
give up the attempt to open it. . : 

Then Dick made a tour of investigation, and discove! 
a wooden water-spout at one corner, which reached to % 
ground, 5 a 

He tested the WBtEPRE De, and found that i was q/ 
strong. 


“T believe it will hold the weight of one of us,” he ; 
“Are you boys willing to make the attempt to slide d« 
it to the ground ?” | fs 

“Yes,” said Bob. “We've got to get away from th 
somehow, and that seems to be the only way of doing ' 
“Well, Pll go first and see how it works,” said Dick. ' 


He let himself cautiously over the edge of the rd 
seized hold of the water-spout, and began making his , u 
slowly and carefully down. im 


He was watched eagerly by his eeden and when ; 
saw him reach the ground in safety a sigh of relief © 
satisfaction escaped the lips of each. n 


“You next, Mark,” said Bob. nu, 


Mark Morrison let himself over the edge, graspegh 
water-spout, and slid down, slowly and carefully. Hey + 
reached the bottom in safety, and then Sam Sanderso ef 
lowed. h 

As soon as he had reached the ground Bob eee 
moved as slowly and carefully as the others had done, bie! 
may be that their weight had gradually pulled the fasg¢ 
ings loose, and when Bob was within ten feet of the gros 
the fastenings gave way altogether and down came Wéer 
spout and Bob in a pile. 

‘Dick managed to break Bob’s fall somewhat, is f 
youth was merely shaken up a bit, while Sam got a t 
on the head from a section of the spout. 

No one was seriously hurt, however, and they were? 
more on solid a | 







covered, boys,” oa Dick. 

As they started to go away a score of redcoats came & 
ing around the corner of the adjoining building, and ¢ 
ed straight toward the youths. 


“Surrender !” cried the leader. “Surrender, you reh. 








CHAPTER VIII. 


MINNIE’S DISAPPEARANCE. 






ut the four brave “Liberty Boys” had encountered and 
‘}ped from other perils that night, and they were deter- 


‘Yhey whirled and dashed across the street. 
: Stop !” again roared the redcoat leader. “ oe or die !” 
the youths only ran the faster. 

They separated, however, for they anticipated a volley, 
1 felt that they would be less likely to be hit by the bul- 
$ of their enemies if separated than if in a bunch. 

nd in this they were correct. The redcoats did fire, but 
\y waited too long, and the youths were quite a distance 
. and the bullets failed to do much damage. 

Mob was hit by a bullet, but it was only a flesh wound, 
% -a.slight one at that, so it did not cause him to stop. 
tne sting of the wound angered the “Liberty Boy,” how- 

‘, and whipping out a pistol, he pointed the muzzle back 
. © his shoulder and fired. 

' loud yell of pain and rage combined went up from one 

athe pursuing redcoats, and he stopped and began hop- 

s about at a great rate. The bullet from Bob's pistol 

~ wounded him in the leg. 

‘There. ‘I wonder how you like that 2” remarked Bob 
‘uly. 

| oy redcoats kept up the chase, but the “Liberty Boys” 
























- + too swift for them, and finally they were forced to 

© up and stop. 

‘Those fellows run like hounds,” growled one fellow. 

\Vhey certainly are good runners,” agreed another. 

sf'\e four “Liberty Boys” got together again, half an 
Miter and went around in front of the buiding that had 


ss some rebels had caused it. In running int the house, 

8 said, the “rebels” had knocked a lighted candle out of 

jervant’s hand, and the candle had set a lace curtain on 

‘and the fire had spread so rapidly as to make it impos- 

fe for it to be extinguished. - 

Bhe crowd had mostly dispersed, and the youths moved 

Wy, discussing the situation. . 

What is next on the programme, Dick?” asked Bob. 

We will go to a tavern and secure rooms, Bob,” said 

ve ; “that wound of yours needs attention.” _ . 
gah, it is See. mere scratch,” was the reply, 

essly spoken. 

Nevertheless we will go to | a tavern and engage pe 

then we will begin to lay our plans.” 

ney made their way to a tavern on a cross street, weds 

would not be so likely to attract attention coming and 

fg from the place. 
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“JT guess you are not the only ones who can shoot.’”| gone. 








They secured two rooms, and went to them, and Dick) 
who was something of an expert at such work, dressed and 
bandaged Bob’s wound. | 

It was not severe, but would be the better for having at- 
tention. 

Then they talked their plans over. | 

“JT will go out and take a run around, boys,” said Dick 
finally. “You stay here. I won’t be gone long.” 

The three said all right, and Dick took his departure. 

He made his way to Broadway, and down the street. 

After having spent half an hour on this street, without 
having learned anything of importance, he made his way 
to the home of Gerald Carlton, the patriot. 

There was a light in the hall, and Dick ran up the te 
and knocked. 

Presently the door was opened by the servant girl. 

“Ts your master, Mr, Carlton, in?” the youth asked. - 

“Yes, sir,” was the reply. “Who shall I say wishes to 
see him?” 

The youth gave a quick ca iadaiattlce and seeing no one 
near, said in a low voice: 

“Tell him Dick Slater sine to see him.” 

“Step inside,” said the servant, and the youth did so. 

“This way, sir.” 

The servant conducted Dick to the door of the ae 
and motioned for him to enter. 

“T will tell the master you are here,” she said, and wa: 


The youth entered the library and took a seat. 

He had been there but a few minutes when Mr. Carltor 
eame hastily into the room. a 

“Ah, Mr. Slater, I am indeed glad if see you,” the man 
exclaimed, taking the youth’s hand and shaking-it-rearti' 

‘“‘And I am glad to see you again, sir.” 

“Thanks. But, Dick, I have met with a great misfor 
-| tune.” 

“Why, what has happened, sir?” cried Dick, who note\ 
the sad cadence in the man’s voice. 

“Minnie, my daughter, has disappeared, and I can fin. 
no traces of her!” | 

“Your daughter has disappeared ?” . 

The “Liberty Boy” was surprised, and horrified as well 

“Yes, Dick.” The man’s voice was inexpressibly sad. 

“You have searched for her?” 

“Yes, yes.” 

“When did she disappear?” | 

“This morning.” ~ ‘ es 

“Have you any idea what has become of her, sir?” 

The man hesitated, and then he said: 

“T have been somewhat suspicious that that scoundre 
next door might have had something to do with it, Dick.” 

“Henry Lewis, the chief of the band of would-b 
robbers, eh?” cs 

“Yes; he has long been iieditine to ‘pay ialdeeaaae ; 
Minnie, hut I would not have him in my house, and so hi 
was foiled; but I fear he has kidnapped her, sa te 
force her into a marriage with him.” 
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Dick was silent a few moments, and then he said: 
_ “Have you accused him of it?” 
Co I went to him at once, and told him I suspected 
338 ; 

J “What did he say and doi rts. 
. “He merely laughed in my face, and told me I was nene 
in suspecting him.” 
1” “Of course he would say that.” 
“Of course.” 
Again Dick was silent for a few moments, and then he 
said:: 
é “Mr. Carlton, do you know how to open the movable 
section in the wall in the cellar?” | 
—f ‘The man started, 
* “Yes, Dick,” he replied. : 
1 “Good! Then before very long we will know whether or 
not your daughter is in Lewis’ house.”” 
» ‘“*You mean to enter his house and make a search} r? 
] “Yes. ) 

: “But he has ten men in there with him, and it would be 
suicidal to venture.” , 
1 “T have three comrades not far from here, at a tavern, 
Mr. Carlton. I will go and get them, and with you there 
will be five of us. I think we will be equal to the task of 
thrashing the scoundrels if they should discover our pres- 
bnce and try to kill us.” 
>. “Good. .That will be all right, Dick,” cried Mr. Carlton 
yeagerly, ; 
Hrel Lewis, and if we meet in battle array I will do it, too.” 
.2,$1 will go and bring my ee sir. Wait here quietly 
our EN aie 
) “Ha, it is # % 
88, hy Bag™ left ke house, and hastened back to 
sme tavern. 
{ The three youths saw that Dick was somewhat excited, 
» nd questioned him eagerly, | 
“What’s up, Dick?” 
“Have you learned something of importance?” 
“What is it, anyway?” 
“T have some work for you, boys,” said Dick. 
. “Good,” 
“We are glad to hear ins 
“What is the work?” 
Fo “You remember I told you about Gerald Carlton, nv 
,artiot, and his pretty daughter Minnie?” asked Dick. 
" “Yes, yes.” 

— “Well, I have just been to Mr. Carlton’s home, and he 
ells me that his daughter has disappeured most mysterious- 
hed 

“You don’t tell us.” 
‘\ «That is bad.” 
. “What does he think has become of her?” 
“He thinks she has been kidnapped.” 
t Kidnapped)” in chorus. | 
i “Yes.; there’s a fellow living next door—I told you about 

, the fellow who trapped me in the trick chair and 

drone me into his cellar, you know—who is in love with 
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| the Warlton home. 


“JT would like to put a bullet through that scoun- |. 


~ | to the kitchen door, 
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Minnie, and he has been trying to pay his addresses 
but Mr. Carlton would not have it, and now he think: 
fellow, Lewis, has kidnapped Minnie.” 

“And you want that we shall go and enter the 
drel’s house and make him ‘give the girl Up Dick ?” 
Bob. { 

“Yes; at least, we will enter his house and sear 
from cellar to garret, and if the girl is there, we will 4 a 
her,” 


. “Good! We are with you in that, eh, fellows?” { 
The others nedded assent. i 
“You lead the way, Dick, and we will back yche 

up,” said Mark Morrison, decidedly. fe 
“All right; come along, boys,” said Dick. “I kf: 

way to enter Lewis’ house without his knowledge, nd 

will be able to find Minnie Carlton, if she is in ther w: 

confident.” y, 


The four youths left the tavern, and made theirb 
as 


The servant girl admitted them, and they went he | 


to the library. (an 
Mr. Carlton greeted disgtn joyously. {his 
“Now we will soon know whether or not my pou 

daughter is in the house of that scoundrel, Henry | 

he said. “Are you ready, Mr. Slater?” ah 
“We are ready, sir,” was the reply. ad 
“Then come.” ‘hel 


| Taking up a candle, the man led the way owly. 
library, along the hall, and into the kitchen. Here hee r 
the door leading to the cellar-stairs, and passed ¢ toc 

steps, the youths keeping close at his heels. “up 
He walked straight to the point where.the swinl’hos 
tion of the stone wall was located, and placing his met 
a certain place, pushed. 
The section swung slowly outward, revealing ano 
ing three feet wide and four feet high. Fr 
Dick’s three comrades, to whom this was somethgy ' 
and unexpected, looked at one another wonderingly | 
“This beats anything I have seen lately,” whispet ; 
to Mark Morrison. ? 
The other nodded assent. 













cellar under Lewis’ yorite. 
Mr. Carlton pushed the section back into plafix 
turned an inquiring look on Dick. ; 
“Now, what?” he asked.in a whisper. 
“We will go upstairs and see if we can locate 
his men,” said Dick. 
“You take command, Mr. Slater,” said the man 
handed Dick the candle. , 


“Very well, sir.” Fl 
The youth took the candle and led the way up ti 


He tried the door, and found it unfastened. | 
“We are in luck,” he whispered, and open 
he passed through into the kitchen. | 
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té@ others followed at his heels, and then all paused and 
uked. ; 

a sound was to be heard. eh 
- ¢ was silence: ) 
es (u, stay here while I go and reconnoiter,” whispered 
“I think it advisable that we know where the enemy 
sarponed before we begin our search for the girl.” ~ . 
) € others nodded assent, and handing the candle to 
Vick stole out into the hall, and made his way along it 
selessly as a shadow. 






Shey mur of voices, and saw a faint streak of light 
felfig out underneath the door. 
yfplaced his ear to the keyhole and listened. 
hd juld distinguish words now. 
wails delight Lewis and his men were talking of the 
y, aag of all things that Dick would have wished to 
ob cussed, viz., the girl, Minnie Carlton. 
g a sIppose the old fool, Carlton, is pretty badly cut up 
e s disappearance of the girl, eh, Lewis?” was the first 
am heard said. 
p is came the reply in Lewis’ voice. ‘He looked all 
Bi and”—with a scornful laugh—* he looked at 
f he would like to murder me; but that was all it 
aled to. He could not prove that I had anything to 
0 the disappearance of the girl, and did not dare to 
hehing. “s 
fly. Ys right. 
whe The sound of his voice, too. Ha, ha, ha!” 
@ toca, ha! That’s a good joke on the old rascal !” eal 
Up yoice, and then all laughed in chorus. 
hosinds of the “Liberty oT clenched, and a grim 
; h&ttled on his face. 
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cowardly scoundrel,” he said to himself, “‘you de- 
;ango mercy, and if it comes to’a fight between you and 
: vty, to-night, we will show you no mercy. Such 
nb) lous scoundrels are better out of the world than 
x] 4 
Je W does the girl tak her imprisonment, cap?” asked 
nen the laughter had subsided. 

» doesn’t take it very calmly,” was the reply, in 
a pice. “She is a regular little tigress.” 

, I guess you will be able‘to tame her, eh, chief?” 
fink so. Iam going to try starving her, and see how 
ds out under such treatment.” 
you villain,” said Dick to himself. 

Lewraited to hear no more. He had learned that the 
s in the house, and he felt sure they would be able 
1n, BS by aking, 
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urned and stole away, along the hall. When he 
t the kitchen he told his comrades what he had dis- 
i f 
( arlton was greatly excited and agitated. 
darling daughter is in this house!” he murmured. 
r th} we will rescue her, or we will wipe the band of 
frels out of existence.” . 
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owas soon at the door of the library, and he heard.} ° 


eager voice. 
° 


He is helpless, and his daughter is here! 


~~ 
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“That is what we will do, sir,” said Dick. “And now, 
follow me. We will begin the search for your daughter.” 

The “Liberty Boy” felt sure that the girl would be found 
in a room upstairs, and he at once led the way up to the 
second floor. | 

They at once began looking into the rooms on this floor,, 
and at last they came to a door that was locked. 

Dick rapped lightly on the door, and then listened at 
the keyhole. 
“Who is there?” he heard ina low, tremulous voice. 
“Your father, Miss Minnie,” replied Dick, with his lips 
at the keyhole, “‘and Dick Slater and some more friends.” 

“Thank God!” he heard the girl exclaim in a low but} 
“Then I will be saved.” 

“How are we to get the door open?” whispered Mr. Carl- 
ton. 

























“There is only one way, I think,” replied Dick. 

“And that?” 

“Ts to burst it open.” 

“But will not that be heard by the villains downstairs ?” 

“T fear so. But it can’t be helped.” | 

“Well, go ahead and burst the door, Mr. Slater. 
ever you think best to do, that we will do.” 

“We will in all probability have to fight the scoundrels,” 
whispered Dick, “but it will be their fault, not ours, and 
their blood will be on their own heads.” 

“True.” 

“And if it comes to a fight, boys,” said Dick, “shoot t 
kill. There is no ‘usé of having any halfway business with 
such villains. They are better out of the world than i in it 7% 

“All right, Dick.” ° 

“I am confident that-if we don’t killg theses voice, how- 
us,’ said Dick. Then he added: od deal. to 

“Place your shoulders against the door, a and when 
give the word push with all your might.” 

The youths did as directed. 

Then Dick gave the word, and they surged against th 
door with all their force. : 

The door was not a very strong one, and it gave way, with 
a crash which all were sure could not well help being hearc 
by the men downstairs. 

Mr. Carlton, eager and excited, jeanne into the room anc 
clasped his daughter to his breast, but Dick and his thre 
comrades listened intently. 

They heard the sound of trampling feet below stairs 
heard a door open, and then the trampling sounded louder 

The men were coming to see what had caused the nois 
they had heard. 

They would be upstairs in a few moments. 

“We will have to fight them, boys,” said Dick. “Into th 
room, quick. And make every shot count, for we have : 
desperate gang to contend with.” 

The youths entered the room, and Dick told the aint t 
take up her position in the farther corner of the room. T¥: 
girl obeyed, and Dick turned a table down on its side, an« 
placed it in front of her, so that the top would serve as 
sort of shield against the bullets. es 
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By the time he had done this the footsteps of the ap- 
-proaching men were heard in the upstairs hall. 


each of his four companions held two pistols, ready cocked. 
“Good!” he nodded. “When I give the word give it to 


them. And then draw the other two pistols, and fire a sec- 


ond volley.” 
‘The four nodded nderetanitingty: 
- The enemy was almost at the door by this time, and not 
wishing to kill anybody without first giving them a chance, 
; Dick called out in a clear, ringing voice: 
“Halt! If you show yourselves in front of the door, we 
, will fire upon you—and I give you fair warning that we will 
shoot to kill!” 


CHAPTER IX. 


| A DEADLY ENCOUNTER. 
There was no mistaking the fact that Dick meant what 
yhe said. His tone indicated as much, and the advancing 
party of men came to a halt on the instant, as if one man. 
4} “Who are you?” came in Lewis’ voice. | 
3, “You know who I: am, well enough, you villain,” the 
vouth replied. 

8 “T have heard your voice, but I am a not sure that I know 
awho you are.” 

| “Have you forgotten the ygung man you entrapped in 


yt -yenarmchair last night: 2 
gous 3 is ‘yoick Slater, » Lewis cried. 
\ Bs : a is Dick Slater.” 


ae Good. ‘I am glad of it. We will capture you this time, 
and win the reward.” 

“You will do nothing of the kind, and I warn you not 
to attempt it.” — 

“Bah!” 

“If you and your-men come in sight we will open fire 
~ apon you, and as there are five of us, and all are dead shots, 
_ you will simply be committing suicide. Be warned.” 
~ Bosh. I don’t believe there are five of you, and even 
. ae there are we have eleven, and will be able to overcome 

O'you. 9) 


e 


; You will find out your mistake, when you make the at- 


*empt, but it will be too late to do you any good then.” 
, “Bah! One rush, and you will be in our power.” 
_,« “Be warned,” said Dick. “If you attempt to enter this 
i oom your blood will be upon your.own heads, for we shall 
- shoot to kill.” 
A The reply was a sudden rush a footsteps. The next in- 
stant the party of men appeared in sight, and true to their 
Vword the five fired two volleys. 
1 Crash—roar ! 
i Crash—roar! 
,t The volleye w were fired me and calmly, and were deadly 
= eireet., 
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.| two of them would die. 
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Nine of the men went down, dead or badly wound? 


| the remaining two turned and fled for their lives. 
Dick drew his pistols and cocked them, and noted that | 


“They will bring a crowd of redcoats here,” exc! 
Mr. Carlton. “Let us get away as quickly-as pos 
“Very well,” said Dick.. “Come, Miss Minnie,” 
girl. “I guess the fight is over.” 1 
The girl stepped out from behind the barricaT 


| went with her father out of the room, while Dick x 


three comrades followed, after taking a look at th 
and wounded men, : 

Lewis was dead, a bullet having struck him fair \ A 
the eyes, and five more of the men were dead. Th] 
three were wounded, and the “Liberty Boys” decig ¢ 
One had a wound that k | 
necessarily fatal. 

“T gave your leader fair warning,” Dick said 
man, who was able to understand. ‘‘He would havi 
this is his fault, not ours.” 

“I guess you are right about that,” the man replil! 

a scowl. “But it doesn’t make me think any mor 
fellows.” eae 

“No, I suppose not. Still, you cannot justly ihe 
for shooting you.” 

“Perhaps not,” with a groan, “but if I knew wil 
of you it was that gave me this bullet-wound I we 
to get even with him, some.time.” 

“You would do better to be thanking your lw , 
that you are alive,” said Dick. “You ought to ty 
man who shot you, instead of to harbor malice aga’ \- 
for you are much better off than your comrades h » 

. “Well, there may be something in that.” KE f 

Then Dick and his three comrades followed Mr ‘ 
and Minnie out of the room and along. the hall A 
stairs they went, along that hall, and into the kit A 
just as they entered the kitchen,'‘they heard voices 
front stoop, and the door opened, and a party off 
came filing into the house. | 

“We were just in time,” said Dick. pa 
downstairs and across into the cellar under yon 
house, Mr. Carlton.” 

They hastened down into the cellar, and the sectit 
pushed back into its place. 

“Now, I think we had better stay here for a whi 
Dick, “until we are enabled to find out whether” 
the redeoats know who did the work upstairs in: 
house.” ’ 

“That wounded man will tell them,” said Bob. 

“He may, and again he may not,” said Dick. “] 
I will.go back and spy on them, and find out about it 

“All right,” said Bob. “But you want to be 

“T will.” | 

The “Liberty Boy” knew the manner of opening 
tion, and opening it, passed through into the ce 
pushed .the section shut again. 

He stole up the steps and into the dtehen. At 
he paused and listened. Upstairs he could hear t} 
mur of voices, and he stole along the hall and up the 
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she head of the stairs he paused, and made an observa- 


redcoats were discussing the matter in vigorous 
ge. The man who had been only wounded was tell- 
} redcoats about the combat, and he said that the 
hd been killed by rebels, led by the famous Dick 
ei the eciookia, and they were eager to begin 
é° or the youth in question. 
li, may earn the five hundred pounds retail that has 
Si*fered for his capture,” said one. 
hee are three more young fellows with him,” the 
hey{ man went on, “and I think they are members of 
fel{ known as “The Liberty Boys of ’76. ” 


ofpl capture all four of them,” cried a redcoat. 
nd }with the four was a rebel who lives next door to 








tof you stay here and ibs the wounds of ‘the three 
men, as best you can, while the rest of us go in 
; al that crowd this fellow tells about,” was the reply. 
Wo} -are coming right along, to search the house, so I 


The 


aly. \ 
he ned and stole back down the stairs, and then 
pte et to the kitchen, and back down into the 
Up 4 
hosthere he made his way into the adjoining cellar, 
p Mttlied the party. 
it hat did you learn?” from Mr. Carlton. 
10 know who killed the men,” replied Dick. 
artman told them.” 

py id he mention my name?” anxiously. 
®! Then they will search my house, likely.” | 
hey announced their intention of doing so, in case 
failed to find us in the other house.” 
Jhen Minnie and I had better get away from here, 
you think?” 
s, for awhile, at least. Is there any place you can go 
ek or so?” | 
fes. | have a brother living in another part of the city. 
fm go there.” | 
men you had better do so.” 
fe will go right up and instruct the servant girl to 
Hl callers that we have gone to the country,” said Mr. 
nm; “and then we will take our departure before the 
bis come.” 
hat will be best.” 
ry hastened upstairs, and Mr, Carlton told the servant 
hat he and Minnie were going away for a week or so, 


ad better be getting away from here,” oie tae 
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-rades, and when they..had gone on through the combined. 


until matters got more quiet, and for her to remain and 
tell all who came that they had gone to the country. | 

The girl said she would do so, and then Minnie hastily 
gathered some clothing, while Mr. Carlton secured his valu- 
able papers, etc., and “Aken An company with the “Liberty 
Boys” they ae out by the rear entrance and away up the 
alley to the next street. 

Here they bade the “Liberty Boys” good-by, after thank- 
ing them for rescuing Minnie from Lewis’ power, and took 
their departure, going in the direction of the home of Mr. 
Carlton’s brother, 

The “Liberty Boys” set out for the tavern, and reached 
there without further adventure, though they paused sev- 
eral times to listen to the talk on the street, the news having 
gone out that a number-ef men had been killed in a fight 
with rebels in a house in the lower part of the city. 

There was great excitement, and soon the youths heard 


| their names mentioned on all sides, by redcoats and Tories. 


“Dick Slater and his ‘Liberty Boys’ in the city, and en- 
| gaged in killing loyal king’s men,” they heard one man 
shout. “It is outrageous. We should hunt the scoundrels 
down and shoot them as if they were dogs!” 

“Phew!” whistled Bob. “That fellow is fierce, isn’t 
he?” | 

“Yes; and you may be sure he would run the first one of 
all, if bs should peenly run up against the ‘Liberty 
Boys, ” 

“Tf it wasn’t so dangerous I'd like to give him a scare,” 

grinned Bob. | 


‘It won’t do to take any risks, Bob,” said Dick. “We will 
have to be on our guard, as it is.” 

“That’s so.” 

There was a note of cds ent in i how- 
ever. It was plain that he would have given 
have been able to give the fellow a frigat_ | 

When they entered the tavern they found several men, 
evidently Tories, drinking and discussing the affair in loud, 
angry voices. | 

“It is the most daring piece of business that ever I 
heard of!” declared one. . 

“Yes, but Dick Slater and those ‘Liberty Boys’ are just 
the kind of fellows to do such things,” remarked another. 

“Yes, that’s true, too.” 

One of the men happened to notice Dick and his com- 











office and bar-room, and had disappeared, he spoke to the 
rest, and said: 
“Say, did you see the four fellows who went through here 
minute ago?” — | | 
“T noticed ’em,” replied one. 
“What do you think about them ?” 
“J didn’t think anything about ’em. But what do you 


mean ?”? 
“Did you notice that they were young fellows??? ° 
“Yes, I noticed that.” 
“Say,” lowering his voice, “do you suppose they are the: 

tae Boys’ who killed those men?” 
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The others started, and gave utterance to exclamations of 
amazement. 

“Surely not,” cried one. 

“Tt might be,” from another. 

“Tt isn’t an impossibility.” 

They asked the landlord about the four, and he could 
only tell them that the youths had entered his tavern earlfer 
in the evening and engaged rooms. 

“Of course they might be the ‘Liberty Boys’,” he said, 
“but I don’t believe they are.” 

“Let's go up and have a talk with them, anyway,” said 
one... | ' 

“Tm willing,” from another. 

“And so am IJ,” from a third. 

All signified their willingness, and they rose to go up- 
stairs, and then they hesitated and looked at one another 
dubiously, _ 

“Tf it should happen that they are the ‘Liberty Boys, 
what could we do?” asked one. “They are desperate men, 
and would make short work of us.” 

“We will have a talk with them,” said another, “and if 
we should make up our minds that they are the ‘Liberty 
Boys,’ we will go to the British headquarters and report, 
and have them send some soldiers to capture them.” 

“That is a good plan, ” said another. “Come along, 
men.” 

And they went trooping Se 
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CHAPTER X. 


county. 
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ee ee 

“What’s wanted ?” called out Dick. 
“We wish to ask you a few questions,” was the re 
“Go ahead. But please make it as:few as possi 
want to go to sleep.” 





There was the faint murmur of wee at thi ih, 


men were discussing the coolness of the youth, — 
“All right. We want to know who you four fellow 
“Why do you wish to know?” 


“We have about made up our minds that wut 
“Liberty Boys’ who killed the men and caused all ne 


ment on the streets.” 


“Oh, you have?” | % : 


“¢ Yes. o> s 

The two youths looked at ea¢h other in come fl 
They feared that they were in for trouble. | 

“Well, you are entirely mistaken,” said Dick. | 

“You say we are?” 

“Yes; we are not the persons you os of.” 

Tod are not?” - 

“ No.” \. 

“Then who are you?” 

“We are country boys.” 2 

“Indeed ?” 3 7 

“Yes; we live up in Westchester county.” _ 

This part of it was true; their homes were in Weste 


“Why are you in the city?” 

“Our folks sent us on business.” 
“Indeed.” | > 
“Ves,?? 


There was some more whispering among the men ; 
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and Dick and Bob looked at each other dubiously. 
“I’m inclined to think they won’t believe us, Bob, " 
pered Dick. 
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~ The yourDickafd the trampling of feet, and knew some- 
Bay was coming. 
-“What’s up now?” asked Bob, he and Dick occupying 
one room, Mark and Sam the other. 
» “T don’t, know, Bob.” 
“Hear the trampling ?” 
t “Ves.” > 
} “Sounds like a crowd coming.” | 2 
« “So it does.” 
“What can they want?” 
* Dick was listening intently, and thinking at the same 
time. 
“T have an idea it is the gang we saw in the bar-room, 
Bob,” he said. 
: “And do you suppose they have made up their minds that 
we are the ‘Liberty Boys’ ?” | 


_ “T don’t know. We'll have to wait and see what they | the entire crowd of you jump on us, and make us pri 
don’t you?” asked Dick scornfully. | 


want. Be ready to fight if necessary.” 
- “JT will,” and Bob’s eyes flashed. 
. Nearer and nearer sounded the footsteps, and presently 


sight in front of the door of the room. 
Then there came a rap on the door. 


o 
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“We want to talk to you.” | 


“Well, we are satisfied as it is. 
wee noise ceased when the owners of the feet seemed to be | talk.” 


calculated to make us very suspicious ?” 


“Tt seems more than likely.” 

“Tn that case, what will we do?” 
“Well, if they try to capture us we will show fig 
“But if they simply keep watch over our rooms, an¢ 





for redcoats to come and make prisoners of us?” 


“Well, in that case, I think it will be a good pl 


us to try to make our escape before the redcdats get 


“T guess ‘you, are right.” } 
“Hello, in there,” called a voice at this junetur 
“Well: 99) 

“Open your door,” 
“What for?” 






“You are talking to us now.” 
“T know; but we want to have a good, face-to-face 
“You mean that you want us to open the door 


“Oh, no; I don’t mean that.” . 
Go ahead. wit 


“See here; don’t you know you are acting in a 


| we simply wish to protect ourselves. We are not the 
i you seem to think we are, but we might not be able 
Hince you of the fact, and then we would get our- 
\to trouble by letting you have a chance at us.” 
: 4 had better open the door and let us have a talk 
| ”» 


Wt must think we are fools,” cried Dick. 


we think you are the famous ‘Liberty Boys’.” 

sare mistaken.” 

© @t believe it.” 

oS you don’t need to do so, if you don’t want 
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_g we don’t any of us believe gob ding else but that 

“he very four who killed the.men in the*house down 
er part of the city.” 

ieve that, do you?” 


t 


then, what are you going to do about it?” 
are we going to do?” 


oon find out.” 

we will.” 

3 ‘i Be 6 no mistake about that.” 

i the 2 was quite a trampling of feet, as if the men 
bch ¢ their leave. 

| out listened intently, and they were confident 
le the majority of the party had gone back to the 
Sr " there were two or possibly more, who had re- 
TP behind, to keep watch and give the alarm if the 
{tried to-escape. 

e 1, what’s to be done, Dick?” asked Bob. 

b must get away from here.” 

‘ju think they will send for some ivnia for the 
q fe of gtree us taken eo e 

' pa 

+ , ’'m ready for anything, Ditk.” | 

1! Come here, and be ready to back me up.” 

€ made his way to the door, and unfastening it 
9 pulled the door open quickly. 

Jmen stood in the hall, evidently on guard over the 
2 before they could open their mouths to give the 
the youths had them covered with pistols, and Dick 
@ a fierce, threatening voice: 


fyou give the alarm you die.” 
fiently the two did not wish to die, for they did not 
any move toward giving the alarm, but stood mute 
otionless, and stared into the mouths of the pistols 
look of terror on their faces. 
‘his moment the door of the room occupied by Mark 
m opened, and the youths stepped forth. 
ist in time, boys,” said Dick in a cautious voice. “Tie 
pms of these two fellows, and gag them.” 
and Sam hastened to obey, and two minutes later 

vo men were bound hand and foot and gagged. 

} youths then thrust the two into one of the rooms, 
ole downstairs. Knowing it would be useless to try 





| the second floor, cries of surprise and coms; 





to get out through the bar-room, they turned and made 
their way back to the rear of the building. 

The hall ran right straight back to the rear, and the 
door at the end was unfastened, so all the youths had to 
do was to open the door and walk out. 

This they lost no time in doing, and then they made 
their way around to the front of the building, and glanced 
in through the window. 

The men were drinking and talking excitedly, and seem- 
ed to be in good spirits. 

“They think they have us bottled up in the rooms up- 
stairs,” said Dick, with a smile. , 

“They will meet with a surprise when they go up there 
with the redcoats to capture us,” grinned Bob. 

“So they will. Well, we had better be getting away from 
here, I think.” 

They turned and walked away, and half an hour later 
they were installed in a tavern quite a distance from the one 
they had left. 

Feeling safe, they fastened the doors of their rooms, un- 
dressed, and went to bed and to sleep. Vv 

Meantime quite a lively scene was being enacted at the 
other tavern. 


The Tories had sent word to headquarters that they had 
the four “Liberty Boys” under surveillance, and a party 
of soldiers had at once been sent for the purpose of arrest- 
ing the youths. 

When they arrived at the tavern, they were grestea joy- 
ously and boisterously by the men in the bar-room, who 
assured the redcoats that they would soon have the famous 
“Liberty Boys” in their power. 

“They are right upstairs, here,” said. one of the men. 
“Come along, and we will show you the rays t they are in.” 

Upstairs the entire party trooped, and . sven & Bey reached 
~un escaped 
the lips of the guides. 

“The guards are gone!” | vas 

“Where are Bill and Jim?” - st | 

“What has happened ?” 

“What does it mean?” | 

Then the leader of the party explained to the leader of 
the redcoats that two men had been left on guard in the 
hall, to give the alarm if the four “Liberty ore tried to 
escape, 

The redcoat nodded. 

“T understand,” he said. 
come to grief.” 

As he spoke he stepped forward and tried the door of 
the room that had been occupied by Dick and Bob. 

The door opened, and he stepped across the threshold, 
and glanced around. 

“There are your friends,” he said grimly, pointing to 
where the two, bound and gagged, lay on the floor. “It has 
turned out about as I expected it would.” 

Cries of surprise and anger escaped the lips of the mer 
who had expected to be instrumental in causing the capture 


“Your friends have probably 


of the “Liberty Boys,” and they hastened to free their 
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two comrades, who as soon as they could regain the use of 
their voices, told how it had happened. 

The hearers were an angry and disgusted. lot, but they 
could do nothing, except to give utterance to exclamations 
of rage and disappointment. The birds had flown, the in- 
tended victims had made their escape. 

“T tell you, af you want to hold the ‘Liberty Boys, you 
must do more than station a couple of men on guard,” said 
the redcoat leader. “I have seen quite a good deal of the 
work of those fellows, and I must say that they are far from 
being ordinary men. They are hard to do anything with.” 

The entire party made its way back down to the bar- 
room, where liquid refreshments were indulged in, and soon 
all Besa to recover their aprile, under the potent spell of 
the liquid spirits. 

Presently the redcoats took their departure, and mak- 
ing their way back to headquarters, reported that the “ Lib- 
erty Boys” had made their escape before they arrived upon 
the scene. , ? 


CHAPTER XI. 


THE BRITISH SHIPS PASS THE FORT. 


Dick Slater and his three comrades remained, in New 
York city two weeks, and every day or two one of their 
number made his way to Harlem Heights and told the 
commander-in chief how things were going in the city. 

It was diffies!i to learn anything of what was going on at 
British ore but the youths managed to keep 
fairly well pos 


“One evening ee. they had been there two weeks, Dick 
‘ett the yOuus at: the tavern, and telling them to stay in 
till he came pack, made his way to the home of Gerald 
Carlton, ° | 

“They. may have retamned to their home by this time,” 
he thought. “T’ll go and see, anyway.” 

He reached the house, ran up the steps and rang the bell, 
and when the girl came to the door he asked if Mr. Carlton 
‘and Minnie had retiirned to their home. 

“Vés,” replied the girl, who recognized Dick. 
are at home, Mr. Slater. Come in. ” 

He entered and was shown to the library, where he was 
joined a few minutes later by Mr. Carlton and Minnie, who 
greeted him with great cordiality. 

‘+. “You are back home, I see,” said Dick. 

é “Yes, Mr. Slater; everrieing seemed to be quiet, so we 
ventured back.” 

“You have not been nipleted again ?” 

“No; I suppose the redcoats have something of more im- 
eae to attend to.” 

| “Likely.” 

“T amivery glad you have come, Dick, ” said Mr. Carlton, 
after the greetings were ‘over. “T have some important in- 
formation for you. es 


“They 


{ 


-” 
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get past Forts Washington and Lee to-night.” 


“Tndeed 2” : : 

““ Yes.” 

“T am glad to hear that.” : | 

“Tt is information which should be conveyed to 
mander-in-chief at the earliest possible moment.’ 

“Tt shall be carried to him this very night, sir.’ 

“Good! I have learned, Dick, that the British 
templating a move that.they think will result in the 
of the patriot army.” 

“Ah! What is the move?” 

“They are going to send warships up the Huds 
Forts Washington and Lee, and then they are goit 
up Hast River with other vessels and land a larg 
which is intended to cut off the retreat of the, 
army.”’ 

“That isa clever scheme,” said Dick. 

“Yes, and with Washington cut off from his base’ 
plies in Connecticut, he would soon have to surrend 

“So he would, but thanks to our having advance 
edge of the intentions of the British, I think the com 
er-in-chief will be able to checkmate the enemy.” | 

“T think so, Dick. You will take the information: 
at once?” 

“Yes, indeed. Do you know when this attempt | 
made ?” ° 

‘Yes; some of the warships are to make the atte 
















“Ah! Then I had better go at once, and get the 
mation to the commander-in-chief at the earliest p 
moment.” — : 

“T think it will be best to do so.” 

The youth did not wait longer, but bade the patri 
his daughter’ good-by, and took his departure. " 

“We must get up to Harlem Heights as quickly ¢ 
sible,” he told his’ comrades, as soon as he had reac 
tavern; and then he told ean what was in the win 

“Will we all go, Dick?” asked Bob. 

“Yes; I don’t think we will have to spend much 
time here in. the city, and might as well ol out one t 
another. I may have to return, but I don’t believe 
be necessary for the rest of you to do so.” — 

The youths lost no time, but paid their score at th 
and took their departure. 

They went to the livery stable where they had let 
horses, and paying the score, mounted and rode awa) 

They were soon out of the city, having dodged th 
tinels in the darkness, and riding northward at a | 

They rode hard and fast, and an hour and a q 
later they were in the patriot encampment on HE 
Heights. 

Dick went at once to headquarters. 

“Ah, is it you, Dick?” General Washington excl 
“T am glad to see you,” and he shook the youth’s 
heartily. 

“T have important information for you, your excell 
said Dick. And then he told what he had learned 
intentions of the British. 












nm eee chic listened eagerly. 
fey are going to try that plan, are they, Dick?” 
fp Gperal Washington, when the youth had fin- 


ome British warships are 1. to get past our 
geht, you say?” 
anf Carlton said, sir.” 
efood. Word must be sent to the forts at once. 
Sh ake the message, Dick ?” 
et our excellency.” 
ai wood. Go at once to Fort Washington, and tell 
“al nder there what you have told me, and tell him 
sharp lookout on the river.” 
ell, sir.” 
cross the river to Fort Lee, and tell the com- 
ere the same things.” ‘ 
do so, sir.” 
ich saluted and withdrew. 

ed to Fort Washington, and told General Mor: 
es vas in command at that point, what General 
1 had said. 
‘0 they are going to try to run past the forts with 
| * are they?” the general exclaimed. 
| their intention, sir,” replied Dick, 
ve will get ready to give them a few shots,” was 
mark. “They may get past, but we will make 
e as warm as possible.” 
ick left Fort Washington, and hastening down 
T, got in a boat and rowed across to Fort Lee. 
‘dd General Greene what was in the wind, and what 
§mander-in-chief had said, and the general remark- 
fhe had been expecting some such move on the part 
‘British for some time. 
ie commander-in-chief we will keep a sharp look- 
» he said, “and if we see any warships sneaking 
sr we will open on them.” 
ell, sir.” 
ick. got in the boat and recrossed the river. 
_Stened back to headquarters on Harlem Heights 
woried to General Washington, who nodded his head 
ie 
r the British will be able to get past the forts, if 
mke the attempt,” he said, “but we can do them con- 
SB furos while they are about it.” 
Me done his work, Dick went to the quarters occu- 
the “Liberty Boys,” and went to bed. 
was no alarm that night, after all. 
ome reason the British did not-try to get past the 
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day, however, they made the attempt in broad day- 


_ ten o’clock two frigates were seen coming up the 
ad it was evident that they were going to try to get 


as excitement within the two forts, and also within 
iot encampment on the Heights. 
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General Washington took command at Fort Washington, 
and all were eager to see whether or not it would be possible 
to stop the British frigates, and force them to turn back. 

As soon as the ships were within range the batteries in 
the forts opened fire, -and cannon-balls zipped all around. 
the vessels. 

The guns from the ships replied, and soon a brisk can- 
nonading was in progress, 

Probably there were no more istelisted spectators of the 
affair than the “Liberty Boys,” who, perched on the high- 
est point on the Heights, watched the scene in excitement, 
and with great interest. 

“Jove, I wish we could be in this,” said Bob, with a sigh. 

“Tt isn’t our kind of fighting,” said Mark Rosen. 

“No; we don’t handle cannon.” : 
+t ce our fellows blow the British ships out of water.” 

“So do I,” agreed Dick. “But I fear they will be unable 
to do so.” = o | 

Boom, boom boom! 

The cannonading was becoming brisk, and occasionally 

a shot came flying over the heads of the youths. 

“Bah, if I couldn’t beat such shooting as that I would 
let someone else have charge of the gun,” said Bob scorn- 
fully. “To think of a gunner aiming at the fort, and then 
shooting clear over the Heights.” 

The other youths laughed at Bob. 

“T am*glad they are not any better gunners than that,” 
said Dick, with a smile. 


“Oh, so am I,” replied Bob. “but I always hate to see 
poor work, I don’t care who is doing it.” 

As a matter of fact, the American gunners,in the forts 
were not doing much better. The majority o ok their shots 
went wide of the mark. The frigates were hit only-a few 
times, and then they were not hit where it did much dam- 
age, and it soon became evident that unless the patriots did 
better work the enemy would succeed in getting past. 

When General Washington saw it was more than likely 
that the frigates would succeed in running past, he sent 
word to the commanders of some small American vessels 
lying above the forts to fly, but they did not get started 
quickly enough, and the frigates got past the forts, and suc- 
ceeded in capturing the vessels in question. 

The commander-in-chief at once called a council of 
war. 

At this council it was decided that there was little doubt 
that the British would soon make the attempt to pass up the 
Hast River and land a force which would try to get in be- 
hind them, and cut off the retreat of the patriots. . 

“I do not wish to retreat until it is absolutely necessary, 
however,” said the commander-in-chief, “and so I think I 
will send a spy down into the city to find out peek when the 
attempt is to be made.” 

The other officers approved of this course, and Dick 
Slater was.sent for. 

General Washington told him what it was that he wished 
done, and Dick said he would be glad to ae to the 
work. ma 
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“T think it will be an easy matter to learn what you 
wish to know, sir,” he said. “I will go straight to Mr. 


Carlton, and likely he will be able to give me the informa-. 


tion at once.” : 

“Quite likely. You will go to-night, Dick?” 

“Immediately after nightfall, your excellency. q 

“Good !” 

The “Liberty Boy” made his way down to the city that 
night, evading the sentinel with his accustomed skill, and 
went at once to the home of Gerald Carlton. 

He was received cordially by both Mr. Carlton and his 
beautiful daughter, and when the youth made known his 
errand the patriot nodded his head and said 

“T can give you the information you seek, Dick. The 
British are going to start up the Has#Rver on the twelfth.” 

‘“‘Ah, on the twelfth, eh?” 


_ Yes. bP 

“And do you know where they intend making a land- 
ing! 9?) 

“Yes. Ona peninsula in the sound about nine miles up; 


the peninsula is known by the name of Throgg’s Neck.” 

“T know the place. At high tide it is an island, there be- 
‘ing a narrow strip of marsh that overflows when the tide is 
in. + 

“T have never been ees myself.” 

“T have, and I think General Washington will be able 
to hold the British back from landing on the maialand for 
as long a time as he likes.” 

“That will be good.” 

“Yes, for it will give him all the time he will need for 
getting the patriot army back into the interior, out of dan- 
ger of being~henimed in.” 

; ore” ( . 

_ After some further conversation, Dick thanked Mr. Carl- 
ton for the information, bade him and his daughter good- 
by, and took his departure. 

“Now to get back to the Heights with the information,” 
said Dick to himself. 


\CHAPTER. XII. 
“HEY HAVE OUTWITTED US.” 


He was soon mounted and, getting past the sentinel un- 
Seen, rede northward at 4 goodly pace. 
~~ When he reached the patriot. encampment on the 
“Heights he went to headquarters, and found General Wash- 
ington up and in consultation with Generals Greene, Put- 
nam, and others. | 

“Ah, you are back already, Dick?” the commander-in- 
chief exclaimed when he saw Dick. “Then you must have 
learned something of importance.” 

“Yes, your excellency, I have learned when the British 
are going to make the attempt to get in behind you.” 

“And when is the time they have set for the affair, 
Dick 2” gre 
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“The move is to be made on the twelfth.” 

“The twelfth, eh?” é i 

2S Mos Bir. 

“And where are the British figuring on maki 
ing?” 

“At Throge’s Neck.” 

“Ah, I know where that is.” ‘a 

“And so do I,” said General Greene. “I thi 
be able to easily hold them in check there, and pre 
from reaching the mainland until we are willing 
should do so.” 


“T think so. Well, having advance knowledge a 
tentions makes us safe. We will be able to get awe 
ty.” | 

“‘And where are we to go, general?” asked 
“‘Have you decided upon that as yet ?” 
* “T have been doing a good deal of thinking for st 
past,” was the reply, “and I have decided to reting | 
Plains.” a 


“To White Plains, eh?” 
“Ves. » ; } 
“Let me see; that is about eighteen miles i 
“Veg? a 
‘And there are places there where we will be 
attacked ?” . 


“Yes. There are plenty of hills there. 
will be perfectly safe.” 

And if pushed we can retire still farther back,” 
other officer. | 

“Yes. There is a strong position that we cou 
to only a few miles from there, at North Castle.’ 

General Washington asked Dick a few more q 
and then told him he might go to his quarters. 

The youth saluted and withdrew, and as soon ‘ 
peared among his “ Liberty Boys, ” he was assailed b 
titude of questions. : 


He motioned for fhe youths to be quiet, and # 
them in a few words just what he had learned. »~ 
“So there is a chance that we will have an eng 
with the British at Throgg’s Neck, eh?” exclaime 
“Yes, if we are among those sent there to OF 
enemy,” replied Dick. 
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“Well, you must see to it that we are among th 
there, Dick,” said Bob. 

“Yes, yes,” was the cry. “We don’t want to ma 
to White Plains, and leave the rest to fight it 
the redcoats. “ Ask General Washington to let us b 
those sent to Throgg’s Neck, Dick.” 


“All right. I will, boys,” said Dick. 

And he kept his word. 

On the morning of the Twelfth, when the men| 
ing selected to send on the work of holding the 
cheek, Dick went to the general and asked that the ‘ 
Boys” -be sent along with the rest. , 

“All right, Dick,” said the commander-in-chief, 
shall go.” 


ee 
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ith hastened back and reported his success, and 
‘gave vent to a cheer of delight. | 
it we'll make the British wish they had not tried 
.,” said one, and the others nodded assent. 
e force was ready, and it marched away toward 
here the British were expected to try to land. 
} e took up its position on the mainland, just 
-Bémarsh from Throge’s Neck, and there waited. 
‘"fhoon several British vessels were seen coming up 
TeRiver, and they knew theenemy was at hand. 
'S riot soldiers kept back out of sight, however, as 

ed the redcoats to effect a landing on Throgg’s 
Ong 
wi hour later the ships had stopped near the penin- 
were discharging the force of redcoats. 
iots képt down out of sight till this had been ac- 
and the ships had sailed back down the river, 
’ SOfvhen the British got ready to start across the 
re (@he mainland, they were surprised to find them- 
ted by an army. 
ed in consternation. 
rs conferred with one another. 
lly knew what to do. 
Bomething they had not been looking for, 
d they do? 

tempted to get across to the eeibinad they 

Lt ci 1 to the fire of hundreds and hundreds of 
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a dilemma, indeed. 


Pisa retired to the peninsula. 
‘ithe officers held a council. — 

fid not know what to do. 
posed that their intended movement would be 
) the patriots, and that they would be enabled to 
ding without trouble, but now realized their 
ge manner the “rebels” had become cognizant of 
ed moye, and had been ready with a checkmate. 
1 Howe was’ greatly disappointed. 
® have had spies down in the city who have found 
inte ntions,” he said. 
i 1 wager that I can name one of the seat said 
fficer. 


Slater !”” 
| Howe nodded. 
2 no doubt you are right,” he agreed. 
3 ch talk did no good. The “rebels” were sieve. 
s to be done? 
as the important question. 
decided to wait till nightfall, and then make an 
o reach the mainland. 
Br, however, that even if we do succeed in reaching 
Bland, it will avail us nothing,” said-General Howe. 
so, your “excellency ?” asked an officer, 
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an advance, finally, but were met with a 
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our intentions, and there is little doubt that Washington 
will withdraw his army at once, and we would not be able 
to hem it in on Harlem Heights.” 

“True; I judge that you are right.” 

» The Buitish officers were gloomy, and had not much 
to say during the rest of the day. 

Among the patriots on the mainland, however, all was 
joy and hilarity. 

They felt that they held the whiphand of the Babel: 
and were delighted. 

They laughed, talked, and sang. Indeed, so loudly did 
they sing that they were heard by the redcoats over on the 
pehinsula, and this caused the British to wax wroth. 

“The impudent rebels,” growled more than one red- 
coat. 

But that was all the good their growling did them. They 
could not help themselves, and had to listen to the singing. 
of the enemy. 

“We'll make them sing out of the other side of their 


-| mouths, when we get over there,” growled more than one. 


But getting over there—that was the difficulty. 
The “Liberty Boys” were the leaders in the singing’ and 
yelling. 


They felt that it would make the redcoats angry, and 
worry them, and this was just what they wanted. | 

“We'll have them wanting to swim over here at high 
tide to get at us, pretty soon,” grinned Bob, “and then we 
will be able to shoot them as if they were muskrats.” 

But the redcoats knew better than to try to swim over; 
or, indeed, to try to get across the marsh in daylight. 

They adhered to their resolution to wait till nightfall, 
even though the singing and taunting yelle<7\t "Sena : 
rendered them well-nigh crazy with rage. /k of y h 8! 

“Just wait till night,” was what all tol then “sin e 
they gritted their teeth and waited. 

And when night came they made an attempt to reach vhe 
mainland. 

Just as they were starting they met with a surprise, 
however. 

Suddenly, all along the shore, bonfires burst into Haines 
and the mainland for a mile up and down was illumined 
almost as light as if by the noonday sun. 

The redcoats were plainly revealed, almost halfway across 

the marsh, and the patriot soldiers at once opened fire, with 
such deadly effect that the British were forced to retreat* 
back to the peninsula. 
' “The scoundrelly rebels were too smart for us, that 
| time,” said General Howe. He was disgusted and disap- 
pointed, but he could not be admiring the shrewdness of 
the enemy. 

“That bonfire business is a great scheme,” said adctlins 
officer. 

“Yes; it makes it as dangerous for us to try to reach the 
shore at night as in the daytime.” 

_ The bonfires had been the suggestion of Dick Slater. 
He had been present at a council held by the officers, in 


j, it is plain enough. The rebels have knowledge of : the evening, and. when he heard them, talking as if they 
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feared the British would be enabled to get ashore under 
cover of the darkness he suggested that wood be collected 
and bonfires be built as soon as it grew dark. 

The suggestion had been hailed with delight. 

It was just the thing, General Greene had said, and the 
soldiers were at once set to gathering wood. 

. The mainland was covered with a scrubby growth of 
Linber, plenty of dead limbs were to be found, and large 
quantities were collected and placed in ve all along the 
shore, 

When night came, and it was too dark to see more than 
a short distance, the piles of wood were set on fire, and the 
blazing fires were the ‘result. i eee 

After the volleys had been fired, and the redcoats had re- 
treated to the peninsula, the patriot soldiers set up a wild 
yell of triumph, and this made the redcoats angry. 

- All they coulé@ do was grit their teeth and growl angrily, 
however. They knew that for this night, at least, their 
purpose of reaching the mainland was defeated, 


Again the officers held a council of war, but when*they | - 


broke up they had not come to any decision regarding their 
plans of procedure. 


They made no further attempt to reach the mainland 
that night, but decided to wait till morning, and see if 
something would turn up to give them an afivantage. 

Nothing did, however, and they were forced to remain on 
the peninsula all next day, without making any attempt to 
get to the shore. x 

“We'll wait,” said General Howe. “I think they’ll run 
out of firewood, pretty soon, and then we will be enabled to 
get to. the shee in the darkness.” 

Thies He eeatoers thought it likely that the dry wood 
SoBe? _ efore long, and then, not having any wood 
After somees with, darkness would reign, when it would * 
‘1 for “to get to the mainland. 

“zsil that night fires blazed on the shore, however, cae SO 
no attempt was made to get across the marsh. 

The redcoats remained quietly on the peninsula all next 
day, and the next night the fires blazed as briskly as ever, 

“They must have more wood than we thought,” said Gen- 
eral Howe, in disgust. 

“Yes, they must work all day long gathering the wood,” 
said another officer. 

And this was indeed the case. 

»_ Wood was getting scarcer and scarcer, but there were 
hundreds of men ready and willing to work, and it was 
no great task to gather wood enough for use in bonfires each 
night. 

-. The fourth, fifth, and sixth days were busy ones, bine 
ever, for the wood had to be dragged or carried two to three 
miles. But the men never faltered.: They would rather be 
doing this than doing nothing. 

On the sixth night, however, a Cea reached the 
patriot force. 

The messenger was from General Washington, and di 
brought word that the patriot main army had reached 
White Plains in safety, and for the force to come at once. 
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This was good news, indeed, and leaving t 
burning merrily, the patriots marched quietly a1 
the interior, while the redcoats on the peninsu: 
in ignorance of the fact that the enemy had flow: 
they could reach the mainland if they were to 
attempt. 
— “Won't they bi surprised when they wake! 
morning and find us gone?” said Bob Estabroo: 

“They will, indeed,” agreed Dick Slater. . | 

“Td like to see them, and hear what they say 

~“So would I,” from Mark Morrison. 

“T’ll wager that they will indulge in a few hea! 
swear-words,” said Sam Sanderson. 

“So they will,” grinned Bob Estabrook. 

Next morning, when it was light enough so - 
see, the British looked across to the mainland for’ 
but they looked in vain, 

The enemy was not to be seen.. 

“Where are the rebels?” asked one officer. 
“That is just what I was wondering,” sai 
Howe. 


“Everything is very quiet over hese? 
“Looks as if there was no one there at alli, 


another. 


“Do you suppose the enemy has slipped aw, 
General Howe. — 

“Looks that way,” was the reply. { 

Perhaps they are trying to play a trick on us 
ed a suspicious officer. ‘They are tricky rascals 
be trying to entice us into a trap.” 

“That is not an impossibility,” agreed Gene 

“Tt is not even on improbability,” said anot! 
deed, I am inclined to think that is what they 
to do.” 

“We will soon find out,” said the general. “} 
a scout to. make investigations.” 

He sent for oxe of his most trustworthy scouts 
and told him what’ was required of Him. 
_ “Find out if the enemy has gone, or-in hiding 
ing to lead us into a trap,” the general directed. — 

“Very well, sir,’ was the reply. | 

“Do this as quickly as possible.” 











“T will, sir.” | 
And then the scout stole away on his errand, | 1 
He was gone an hour, for he lost lots of time in 1} 
ing very slowly and cautiously, as he did not ky 
might run upon some of the enemy at any mc 
the end of that time, however, he returned, lool 
excited. 4 
“Well?” exclaimed General Howe. 4 
“They are not there, your excellency,” the s¢ 
“They have gone away then?” eagerly. | 
“Yes, sir. They have gone, bag and bagga 
“T suspected it,” the general cried. “Th 
us here till the main army succeeded in maki 
treat, “and then have withdrawn and made 


They have outwitted us—beaten us!” 
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CHAPTER XIIL. 


THE VISIT HOME. 
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B what should be done. 
1 at last it was decided to fol- 
& the patriot army, if it was 
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‘0 ok up their position not far from 
er ny was encamped. 
0 bo be i in no hurry to make an attack, 











a strong position. 

tr arriving at White Plains Dick Slater 
K got leave of absence, and went to their 
fe miles to where they lived, their homes 
, and the houses less than a quarter of a 
it did not take them very long to get there. 
the matter was that the youths were eager 
eethearts, Alice Estabrook, Bob’s sister, being 
eart and. Edith Slater, Dick’s sister, being 
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e coming of the youths created excitement 
g is Patiting it mildly. All were delighted to 
E and of course Alice and Edith were almost 
lves with joy. 
had visited awhile with his mother and sis- 
| lice Estabrook wandered away in the forest, 
n 
n Sead suit soon afterward. 
ms a beautiful, sweet, and lively girl, and she-! 






THE..LIBERTY BOYS’ 





‘@ were very angry ay d very much disappoint- 
y 


Memy having been discovered, 


e¢ d , the British set out: and march- 


they did not like the task, for the 


‘and Bob and Edith profited by the example! 
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_| did not seem so long a time to them, and then they rose to 


return to the house. * - 

They had taken only a few steps, when suddenly a half 
dozen rough-lgoking youths appeared, and facing the 
couple, ordered them to halt. 

Dick Slater recognized the leader of the gang at once. 
His name was Joe Scroggs, and he was an oldtime enemy 
of Dick. Indeed, he had tried to’go with Alice Estabrook, 
many times, and had always been rebuffed.. 

Dick and Joe had been schoolmates, and on one occasion 
Dick had given Joe a most unmerciful thrashing. This 
had rankled in the youth’s mind ever since, and he had 
sworn that he would get even with his conqueror if it took 
him a lifetime to do it. 

It happened that he had been in the timber near the 
Slater home when Dick and Bob reached there that morn- 
ing, and he hastened away, and gathered alittle band of 
erqnies, five in number, around him. 

All of the five cronies were youths who disliked Dick. 
Indeed, nearly every one of them had been given a thrash- 
ing by the brave youth, and they were almost as eager as Joe 
iigeasel? to get a chance at Dick. : 

To this end they hung around, and had finally come upon 
Dick’ and. Alice in the timber, as told. 

Alice was alarmed, and turned pale. 

“Oh, Diék, I fear they mean you harm,” she whispered. 

“‘Have no fear, Alice,” he replied in a low voice. “I can 
thrash the whole gang if necessary.” 

“Oh, ye kin, kin ye?” said Joe, sneeringly and angrily, 
he having caught Dick’s words. 

“Yes, I can,” was the calm reply, “and Ifs Wy“a, up ¢ 


you get out of the way and let us pass. ko Pe Seats gi 
' “Qh, ye wil, hey ?” tr ie oe 
_ “T®yill.. Stand aside, I say.” be a, 


“Oh, ye want us ter stan’ aside, do ye?” remarked Foe, i in’ 

a sneering voice, 

“T do; and you biaa better do‘so if you have any regard 
for your welfare.” 

As Dick spoke he disengaged Alice’s hand from his arm,. 
and pushed her gently to one side. 

“Thet’s right, git the gal out uv ther way,” grinned Joe. 

“There is need of doing so, for ruffians such as you and 
your comrades are have no respect or consideration for her 
sex,” said Dick quietly. “And now, are you going to stand 
aside and let us pass?” 

“Air we? Well, I guess we hain’, ne fellers ?” toed 


cl ith all her heart, and now that he was with] Joo. | ah 











s happy as it is possible for any girl to be. 
: Bey for he loved Alice dearly. 


Jick’s arm was around the girl’s oa her head 
der, and it was necessary, frequently, for the 
t his lips close to the girl’s face in order to make 
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“Not much we hain’t,” was the “reply in cherus, 2 
“No, sir-ree; we hain’t agoin’ ter step aside till arter-we 


Jown under a tree and talked long and earnest- | hev pounded thee life half outer ye, Dick Slater,” declared 
% necessary to tell what was said; it is enough Joe Scroggs viciously. ; 


“So that’s your game, is it?” cried Dick. 
“Ye bet et is. At ’im, fellers!” 
At the words the six young ruffians rushed at Dick, who 


at He said—at any rate it is to be Buppored that | braced himself for the fight, while a-shrill scream went 


son. up from Alice’s lips. | 
mained there more than two hours, although it} “Help! Help!” she ee 


y Cad : 
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“Oh, et won’t do ye no good ter holler,” growled Joe 
Scroggs. “We've got yer feller heer, erlone, an’ we’re goin’ 
ter hammer *im till ye won’t know who he is by lookin’ at 
*im |” 

“That remains to be seen,” replied Dick, “nd they were 
at it hot and heavy. 

Now, six to one is big odds, ‘sul Dick Slater was a won- 
derful youth. He was lithe as a panther, and as quick in his 
movements as one. He was, moreover, an expert with his 
fists, and knew how to strike a blow that would render an 
opponent unconscious. 

He now went in to make every blow tell, and whenever he 
got a good lick at one of his opponents the fellow was sure 
to go down, and hard, too. , 


He managed to knock two of the ruffians down, and was 


then forced backward by the other four. «The odds was too 
heavy for evensthe brave “Liberty Boy,” but help suddenly 


came from an unexpected source. Alice in looking around, 


wildly, in search of help, noticed a goodlysized stick lying 
near, and leaping forward, she seized it, and running to 
where the youths were engaged in fighting, she struck Joe 
Scroggs on the side of his head and knocked him down. 
“That’s the way to do it, Alice,” cried Dick, in delight. 
«to them. We can thrash the whole crowd.” 
at, but a the club in the hands of the excited girl described 
& W%nicircle in the air, and crack! it caught ‘another of 
NB No youths on the jaw, flooring him like a flash. 
Oe , the same instant Dick knocked another one down, and 
| 


ard a Wad 


At they ‘he dgnoment Bob Kistabrook came dashing out 
fom. ANODE Soy ‘trees, crying, “What is it? What’s the 


ery ol rouble 2?” 


_ A little ways behind him was Edith Slater, sine 7 was 
wildly excited, and panting, for the two had run at the top 


_ of their speed more than a quarter of a mile. 


By this time the young ruffians had struggled to their 
feet, and without a word, but both acting on the impulse of 
the moment, Dick and Bob leaped. forward and began kick- 


ing the youths lustily. 


The “Liberty Boys” wore stout shoes, and the kicks were 
good, hard ones, and at every kick a yell went up from the. 


lips of the recipient. 
It was soon over, however. 


satonqueror and. his friend as rapidly as possible. 


~Each of the young ruffians received a couple of parting 
kicks, however, and Joe Scroggs was the recipient of three ; 


and as Bob said, he deserved all he got, and more. 


“How did it all come about ?” asked Bob, when the young 


ruffians had disappeared. 


“The scoundrels jumped out in front of us, and ‘linen 
“That was all there was 


us to stop, Bob,” said pee 


to aes me 
- that the pati. Bob, 
ast cafety, and for the £0. 80D. 
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THE LIBERTY BOYS?’ 


tlic Temaining youth took to his heels and fled like the cow- 





The youths who were being 
kicked did not tarry &my longer than they were forced to} 
rebut raced away from the vicinity of the flying feet. of their 


“TY wish I had got 
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here in time, Dick, and then we would have | 
how to fight.” - te 
“JT didn’t need your assistance, Bob, as itt q 
said Dick, smiling. “Alice, there, grabbed up| 
struck Joe and another of the gang alongside th 
the stick, and knocked them flat as pancakes. 
grand. Alice you are a regular little soldier.” 
“Oh, she can ffght, if she wants to,” grinned 
used to pull my hair, when we were little. 
Dick, if ever she gets her mad up, and gets int 
She’ll make you yell, or I miss my guess.” 
“Oh, you big storyteller, you,” said Alice, 
brother. “You don’t believe that, do you, D 
“No; and if I did, I’d be willing to risk it. 
me up so splendidly just now that I would be 







you pull my hair if you wished to do so. I ows 


“TY won’t pull your hair, Dick,” with a smile. 
story-telling brother of mine had better look 0 
pull out some of his wool.” 

“Edith won’t let you,” grinned Bob. “She 
bald-headed people, and if you go to yanking | 
you will have to look out for your own, eh, Edi 

“Yes, indeed,” with a smile. 

The happy young couples returned to their 
spent the rest of the day in or near the houses 

It was a happy time for all, and the two fan 
gether at the Estabrook home and had a big dir 

Jollity reigned supreme, and Bob, as usual, 
of the gathering. He could say more funny 
minute than most people could have thought of 

When evening came the “Liberty Boys” ba 
all, kissed their sweethearts, and promising te 
while the patriot army was at White Plains 4 
could do so, took their departure. , 

As was told ina former “Liberty Boys” Lory 
did make an attack on the patriot foree at Whi 
the 28th of October, but they lost 229 men, ¥ 
triots lost only 140, and this discouraged Gene 
such an extent that he did not attack again, bi 
tirement of the patriot army to North Castle, 
nable point, he turned back and returned to 
River. 










THE END. 
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© in the drawing-room. 
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Zz 


J 
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“ontaining the rules and etiquette 


, DECLANKs. balls, the theatre APO TS 
No. 27. HOW TO RECITE AND ‘a, 3 Soe 
Yontaining the most popular selections o ‘See 
ject, French dialect, Yankee a rij. QQ ee! eee 
ae many standard readings. D ay : St 
é Son 





el 
He 
i 
1" 
cream teeter ae 
at 


o 64. HOW TO MAKH BLECTRICAL MACHINES.—Con-: 


Ye | €¥Attions for making cages, etc. Fully explained by 
illustrations, making it the most complete book of th 
published. 


structive book, giving a complete treatise on chemist. 
periments in acoustics, mechanics, mathematics, cheniist 
rections for making fireworks, 
book cannot be equaled. 


making all kinds. of candy, ice-cream, syrups, 


TABLES, 
official distances on a 
Canada. ¢ 
fares in the principal cities. repor 
it one of the most complete and h 


derful book. containing useful and 
treatment of ordinary diseases and ailments common to eyery 
family. Abounding in useful and effective recipes for genera! com 


plaints. 


the world-known detective. 
and sensible rules for beginners, 
and experiences of well-known detectives 


i 1 info i regardin 
Bee Se een diceraphic Magic Lantern Slides and othe: 
Transparencies. Ww 
AY gp. HOW TO BECOME A WEST POINT MILITARY. 
CADET.—Containing full explanations howe vain admittanc 
course of iy Stak _ 
Guard, Police Regulations, 
1 most approved methods of os 2 1p! 


tent) 
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o. 31. HOW TO BECOME A.SPEAKER.—Containing fours 
teen illustrations, giving the different positions requisite to become 
a good speaker, reader and elocutionist. Also containing gems from, 
all the popular authors of prose and poetry, arranged in the mos 
simple and concise manner possible. ’ 

No. 49. HOW TO DEBATE.—Giving rules for conducting de 








bates, outlines for debates, questions for discussion, and the bes 
sources for procuring information on the questions given. 


SOCIETY. 


No. 8. HOW TO FLIRT.—The arts and wiles of flirtation ar> 
fully explained by this little book. Besides the various’ methods oO! 
handkerchief, fan, glove, parasol, window and hat flirtation, it con- 
tains a full list of the language and sentiment of flowers, which ‘ic 
eae to everybody, both old and young. You cannot be happy7 
wi bout cone. 

No. 4. HOW TO DANOC® is the title of a new and handsom) 
littie book just issued by Frank Tousey. It contains full instrue: 
tions in the art of dancing, etiquette in the ballroom and at parties, 
ad to dress, and full directions for calling off in all popular squax) 

ances. 

No. 5. HOW TO MAKE LOVE.—A complete guide to leya, 
courtship and marriage, giving sensible advice, rules and etiquet>) 
to be observed, with many curious and interesting things not ges 
erally known. 

No. 17. HOW TO DRESS.—Containing full instruction in ti 
art of dressing and appearing well at home and abroad,, giving tao 
selections of colors, material, and’ how to have them madé up. 

No. 18. HOW TO BECOME BEAUTIFUL.—One of ¢ho 
brightest and most yaluable little books ever given toythe world. 
Everybody wishes to know how to become beautiful, both male am! 
female. The secret is simple, and almost costless. Read this boo! 
and be convinced how to become beautiful. 


BIRDS AND ANIMALS. 

No. 7. HOW TO KEEP BIRDS.—Handsomely illustrated an! 
containing full mstructions for the management and training of to 
canary, mockingbird, bobolink, blackbird, paroquet, parrot, etc. _ 

o. 39. HOW TO RAISE. DOGS, POULTRY, PIGHONS AN) 
RABBITS.—A useful and instructive book. Handsomely illu 
trated. By Ira Drofraw. 

No. 40. HOW TO MAKE AND SET TRAPS.—Including hing 
on how to catch moles, weasels, otter, rats, squirrels and birda, 
Also how to cure skins. Copiously illustrated. By J. Harringtom 


Keene. / 

No. 50. HOW TO STUFF BIRDS AND ANIMAIS.—A yval>- 
able book, giving instructions in collecting, preparing, 2 
and preserving birds, animals:and insects. ish BT 

No, 54. HOW TO KEEP AND MANAG ‘prepa 


plete information as to the mapnigects. oe 
AGE PETS.=Gp 


taming, breeding and. wp AND MAN 
instructions forys ¢9 the manner and method of ra 
eight illusttig, and managing all kinds of pets; a 



















MISCELLANEOUS as 
No. 8. HOW TO BECOME A SCIENTIST.—A usemt 


colored fires, and gas bé To 


1) 


No. 14. HOW TO MAKE CANDY.—A complete 

essences, @6. . ee 
No. 19.—FRANK 'TOUSEY’S UNITED STATES & 
POCKET COMPANION AND GUIDE. 
ll the railroads of the United 
Also table of distances by water to foreign ports; Mae 
ts of the census, etc., etc., Ma 
andy books published 
No. 388. HOW TO BECOME YOUR OWN DOCTOR.—A won: 
practical information in thé 


Io. 55. HOW TO COLLECT STAMPS AND COINS.—Con: 


taining valuable information regarding the collecting and arranging 
of stamps and coins. 


Handsomely illustrated. tthe 
No. 58. HOW TO BE A DETECTIVE.—By Old King Bran: 
In which he lays down some valuab 


and also relates some adventure# 


No. 60. HOW TO BECOME A PHOTOGRAPHER.—Contain- 
the Camera and how to work it; 


Handsomely illustrated. By Captain W. De 
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ME A NAVAL CADET.—Complete in- 
in admission to the Annapolis Nava’ 
aining the course of instruction, description 
jldings, historical sketch. and everything a 
i =8tdén by Lu Senarens, author of “How to , 
eemilitary Cadet.” sep - G 
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THE LIBERTY BOYS OF ‘76. 


A Weekly Magazine containing Stories of the American Revolutior 
By HARRY MOORE. 


These stories are based on actual facts and give a faithfi 
account of the exciting adventures of a brave band of America 
youths who were always ready and willing to imperil their live 
for the sake of helping along the gallant cause of Independenc 
Every number will consist of 32 large pages of reading matte 
pound in a beautiful colored cover. | 
























































LATEST ISSUES: 59 The Liberty Boys’ Justice, And How They Dealt It Out. 
60 The Liberty Boys Bombarded; or, A Very Warm Time. 
15 The Liberty Boys’ Trap, and What They Caught in It. 61 The Liberty Boys’ Sealed Orders; or, Going it Blind. 
16 The Liberty Boys Puzzled; or, The Tories’ Clever Scheme. 62 The Liberty Boys’ Daring Stroke; or, With “Light-Horse Har) 
17 The Liberty Boys’ Great Stroke; or, Capturing a British Man-of- at Paulus Flook. 
, War. 4 63 The Liberty Boys’ Lively Times; or, Here, There and Bverywht 
18 The Liberty Boys’ Challenge; or, Patriots ys. Redcoats. oe ee Boys’ “Lone Hand”; or, Fighting Against Gr 


19 The Liberty Boys Trapped; or, The Beautiful Tory. 

90 The Liberty Boys’ Mistake; or, “What Might Have Been.” 
21 The Liberty Boys’ Fine Work; or, Doing Things Up Brown. 

22 The Liberty Boys at Bay; or, The Closest, Call of. All. 


The Liberty Boys’ Mascot; or, The Idol of the Company. ) 
The Liberty Boys’ Wrath; or, Going for the Redcoats Roughsh 
Pe tee Boys’ Battle for Life; or, The Hardest Struggle 


CoS Se 
“AID 


23 aoe ere Boys on Their Mettle; or, Making —_—e for) the 68 The Liberty Boys’ Lost ; or, The Trap That Did Not Work. 
24 The Liberty Boys’ Double Victory; or, Downing the Redcoats and 69 ‘The Liberty Boys’ “Jonah”; or, The Youth Who “Queered” Everythi | 
' Toriek: “ 7 : eo Mibarey 10% Pecos. or, ag oe Eeehtisti & ask : 
25 The Liberty Boys Suspected; or, Taken for British Spies. igs ee oys, Lured, or, e Snare the Mnemy wet. 
| oe 6 : ’ pet 72 The Liberty Boys’ Ransom; or, In the Hands of the Tory Outla 
ohne 5 sip Sete Biel Trick; or, Teaching ‘the Redcoats @ |73) ‘The Liberty Boys as Sleuth-Hounds; or, Trailing Benedict 
, ; 7 nold. t 
oe Bee Actonig’ Good Spy Work; or, With the Redeoats 1D 74 ae Boys “Swoop”; or, Scattering the Redcoats ‘ 
’ ° 7 2 1ayy. 
| 28 ge tig Boys’ Battle Cry; or, With Washington at the Brandy 75 The Liberty Boys’ “Hot Time”; or, Lively Work in Old Virel 
; 76 The Liberty Boys’ Daring Scheme; or, Their Plot to Capture | 


29 The Liberty Boys’ Wild Ride; or, A Dash to Save a Fort. King’s Son. 


2) The Liberty Boys in a Fix; or, Threatened by Reds and Whites. | 77 The Liberty Boys’ Bold Move; or, Into the Enemy’s Country. | 
31 The Liberty Boys’ Big Contract; or, Holding Arnold in Check | 73 The Liberty Boys’ Beacon Light; or, The Signal on the Mount 
22 The Liberty Boys Shadowed; or, After Dick Slater for Revenge. | 79 The Liberty Boys’ Honor; or, The Promise That Was Kept. 
33 The Liberty Boys Duped; or, The Friend Who Was an Enemy. 8) The Liberty Boys’ ‘fen Strike”; or, Bowling the British Over. 
84 The Liberty Boys’ Fake Surrender; or, The Ruse That Succeeded | 91 The Liberty Boys’ Gratitude, and How they Showed It 
35 The Liberty Boys Signal; or, “At the Clang of the Bell.” 82 The Liberty Boys and the Georgia Giant; or, A Hard Man 
36 Sgr ops Boys’ Daring Work; or, Risking Life for Liberty’s Handle : : * | 
ausge. ‘ : ; . ‘ | 
] 883 The Liberty Boys’ Dead Line: or, “Cross it if You Dare!’ 
37 The Liberty Boys’ Prize, and How They Won it. 84 The Liberty Boys ‘“Hoo-Dooed’”’; or, Trouble at Every Turn. 
$8 The Liberty Boys’ Plot; or, The Plan That Won. 85 The Liberty Boys’ Leap for Life; or, The Light that Led Them. 
The Liberty Boys’ Great Haul; or, Taking Everything in Sight | 86 The Liberty Boys’ Indian Friend; or, The Redskin who Fought 
The Liberty Boys’ Flush Times; or, Reveling in British Gold. Independence. | 
a Ley Bee : a ee or, ees raed eT 87 The Liberty Boys “Going it Blind’; or, Taking Big Chances. — 
je Je er oys. Brave Rescue; or, In the sn or .ime. 88 The Liberty Boys’ Black Band; or, Bumping the British Hard. — 
The Libewge Boys’ Big Day; or, Doing Business by Wholesale. 89 The Liberty Boys’ “Hurry Call’; or, A Wild Dash ‘to Save 
The Liheyty Boys’ Net; or, Catching the Redcoats and Tories. Friend. ; : P | 
The Liberty Boys Worried: or, The Disappearance of Dick Slater 90 The Liberty Boys’ Guardian Angel; or, The Beautiful Maid of | 


The Liberty Boys’ Iron. Grip; or, Squeezing the Redcoats. 


' : ae Mountain. . 
; The Liberty Boys’ Success; or, Doing What They Set Out to De. ’ J 
48 The Liberty Boys’. Setback : or, Defeated. But Not Tisgraced. e The Liberty Boys Brave Stand : or, Set Back but Not Defeated 


49 The Liberty Boys in Toryville; or, Dick Slat Fearful Risk. The Liberty Boys “Treed”; or, Warm Work in the Tall Timber 


50 The Liberty Boys Aroused: or, Striking Stron ws for Liberty | 98 The’ Liberty Boys’ Dare; or, Backing the British Down. 
BL The Eaherty Boys’ Triumph ; or, Beattie hee edeoats at beer. 94 The Liberty Boys’ Best Blows; or, Beating the British at Benni) 









Own Game. ton. | 
52 The liberty Boys’ Scare; or, A Miss as Good as a Mile. 95 The Liberty Boys in New Jersey; or, Boxing the Ears of the Bi 
') 53 The Liberty Boys’ Danger; or, Foes on All es. ish Lion. i 

54 The Liberty Boys’ Flight: or, A Very Narrew Escape. 96 The Liberty Boys’ Daring: or. Not Afraid of Anything. 
55 The Liberty Boys’ Strategy: or, OutGener Jing the Enemy. 97 The Liberty Boys’ Long March; or, The Move'that Puzzled | 
7 56 The Liberty Boys’ Warm Work; or, Showis ythe Redcoats How British. 

to Fight. 7 ~ 98 The Liberty Boys’ Bold Front; or, Hot Times on Harlem Heigh 
57 The Liberty Boys’ ‘‘Push”’; or, Bound tag Pharavte. 99 The Liberty Boys in New York; or, Helping to Hold the Gri 


58 The Liberty Boys’ Desperate Charge” ‘Mad Anthony” City. 
at Stony Point. 2 ual pare of the Aztex. 100 The Liberty Boys® Big Risk; or, Ready to Take Chances. 


le by all newsde * : pt of pri 
For sale by all ne 1 SE WHI Be gapostmie on receipt of price, 5 cents per copy, by 


FRANK TOUSEY Publisher, — 24 Union Square, New Yor! 
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| IF YOU WANT ANY ACK NUMBERS 
of our Libraries and canno’ Procure them from newsdealers, they’€an be obtained from this office direct. Cut out and 
| in the following Order Bla?k and send it to us with the pricé of the books you want and we will send them to you by 
) turn mail. POSTfOSTAGE STAMPS TAKJHE SAME AS MONEY. 
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FRANK TOUSEY, Publisher, 24 Union Square, Z York.’ oss AE Race ae 5 eee 
DEAR Sir—H2ese ed find......cents for fich please send me: | 

.... copies of WORK AND WIN . PS ees one bos oc snd, was Rea eee 

 . «& « PLUCKE Nos 2a os. t ee Rik OS alee ale Osea 
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